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mAMAE Message by Pastor Takuma Shinasue

Go... and Behold, Pt. 1

| was born and raised in an Adventist family. In Japan,
where the Christian population is about 1% of the whole
population, | was surely blessed to be born into a
Christian family. | grew up going to Adventist churches
and Adventist schools. | have been going to the church
since | was in my mother’'s womb. Thus, for me, God has
been always there and the Bible has always been the
word of God. | have never doubted God’s existence.
Church and prayer has been a part of my life, and | had
no problem with that. At the age of 11, | was baptized. |
was satisfied with my faith, and | had no question or
doubt. However, this one particular friendship with this
one particular person changed the whole course of my
life.

I met him when we were in Junior High School. He
was a transfer student and had no Christian background.
Since it was an Adventist school, most people who
surrounded me came from a Christian background; yet he
was different. He was peculiar to me. He had no
particular faith: typical Japanese nowadays. We became
good friends despite the faith difference. Both of us went
onto the same Adventist High School. There my desire for
him to be baptized grew. As the graduation got closer and
closer, my desire grew intensely for | knew that we would
take different paths after graduation. | just wanted to see
him again in the kingdom to come. That was the sole,
simple reason for me to wish that he would accept Christ
and be baptized.

Thus, | began to converse about spiritual matters and
share my faith. But then | realized at the moment that |
did not really know what | was sharing. | did not really
know what my faith was, or who Jesus was. | did not
know why | believed in the God of the Bible other than the
fact that | grew up in such an environment. At that point, |
learned that | knew almost nothing about the Bible and
Seventh-day Adventist Church. And that was why |
decided to study theology. It was not because | wanted to
become a pastor. | just wanted to know whether the faith
that has been passed onto me by my parents was worth
hanging on to or not.

Therefore, in 2011 after graduating from high school, |
went to Southern Adventist University.

| embarked on a journey to find out the truth about
this promise that everyone knows: “You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah
29:13).
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Introducing our new Pastoral Staff

We interviewed Pastor Nakagawa, Associate Pastor Shinasue
and Mrs. Mutsumi who came to CJACC in the Summer of 2016.

Please introduce yourself and your family.

Pastor Nakagawa: | was born to be the third son of the
Nakagawa family and spent my childhood in Kyoto. | met my
wife at an Adventist High School in Chiba. Though | hardly had
any chance to talk with her, we got to know each other by
writing while | was at Newbold College in England, and were
married on August 25, 1985. My only son, Ryo, was born in
July, 1986. Currently he got a job in Japan, and enjoys working
there.

Mrs. Mutsumi: I'm Mutsumi Nakagawa. | was named by Pastor
Yukio Yokomiz, and born in Aizuwakamatsu, Fukushima. | have
one elder sister and 91 year old parents.

Associate Pastor Shinasue: The Shinasue Family consists of
five members: My father, mother, grandmother, younger sister,
and I. We live in Yokohama. My father works at JUC, and my
mother at Shalom Yokohama. My grandmother has been living
with us since this past year. My younger sister is going to be
graduating from University this coming March, and is planning
to work at Saniku Foods.

What were you doing before you came to CJACC?

Pastor Nakagawa: Before coming to LA, | worked for the
Toronto Japanese Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada for
14 years. | was responsible for only one Church and preached
almost every Sabbath. Because there were no separate
services in Japanese and English like here, | had to write down
my sermon in those two languages for my interpreter.

Mrs. Mutsumi: | was running around every day with my
husband for the Toronto Japanese Church.

A. Pastor Shinasue: | was studying Theology at Southern
Adventist University in TN.

How did you accept Jesus?

Pastor Nakagawa: | was baptized by Pastor Tim Iwahashi
when | was 15 years old.

Mrs. Mutsumi: | was influenced by the devoted spirits of my
parents and was baptized when | was studying at an Adventist
school in Kitaura.

A. Pastor Shinasue: | was baptized in January 10, 2004;
however, this actually is a hard question to answer. | would like
to refer to John 3:8 and The Desire of Ages 172.3 as my
answer.

How did you become a Pastor?

Pastor Nakagawa: The spirit of theology students at Newbold
influenced my life to a great extent. | was especially touched by
the short messages they spoke during morning service.

A. Pastor Shinasue: Our former senior pastor had to go back
to Japan, but we had no successor yet; thus, | was appointed to
be the Associate Pastor.

How did you become a wife of a Pastor?
Mrs. Mutsumi: | had a spiritual experience with the Lord telling
me that | would marry a pastor long before our marriage.

Who has influenced you the most in your life?

Pastor Nakagawa: It was my Newbold teacher, Dr. Peter van
Bemmelen. He taught me theology very earnestly, apparently
expecting his students all to become pastors in the future. He
truly helped me to like teaching the Bible.
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Mrs. Mutsumi: It is my mother who has spiritually influenced my
life. She is always happy and kind, spending a lot of time in
prayer. | remember she would talk with Jesus early in the
morning.

A. Pastor Shinasue: My father, | believe. We think alike.

What is your favorite Bible Verse?

Pastor Nakagawa: Isaiah 46:1

Mrs. Mutsumi: For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we
also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Philippians 3:20)

A. Pastor Shinasue: “By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).

What do you do during holidays?

Pastor Nakagawa: Bible study and cooking.

Mrs. Mutsumi: My hobbies are reading books and caring for
people. When | have days off, | write letters and email, and go
shopping.

A. Pastor Shinasue: | have been obsessed with indoor climbing
for the last several months.

What is your favorite food?

Pastor Nakagawa: Noodles and mango.

Mrs. Mutsumi: | love noodles, mangoes,
watermelon.

A. Pastor Shinasue: My favorites are gyoza, macaroni gratin,
and (Japanese, Indian, Thai, whatever) curry.

konjac and

What is the impression about CJACC and what would you
like to do for mission?

Pastor Nakagawa: CJACC is a very friendly church. | would like
to train many members at the church to become Bible workers to
teach the Bible.

Mrs. Mutsumi: | love beautiful smiles of the congregation, which
gives me a lot of strength.

A. Pastor Shinasue: | got the impression of a family based
warm congregation. | would like to put more emphasis on the
small groups as we continue to strive on our evangelistic efforts.

Please give us some message

Pastor Nakagawa: | believe that Jesus is coming soon. | pray
that many of you be ready to meet Him at any time.

Mrs. Mutsumi: It's wonderful to see members succeed their
beliefs to their next generation. I'm very impressed to know that
they use their own talents to serve for the church. I give thanks to
the Lord that He made the church a place of fellowship not only
with Himself but with brothers and sisters. | don’t speak English
well, but please speak to me. God bless you.

A. Pastor Shinasue: Thanks always for your care for me. If
there is anything | could do to help you, feel free to
talk/call/text/FB/Line me anytime.
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The 70th Anniversary of CJACC

Part 2: The Rocky Journey to 2016
By Dennis Hokama

Introduction

As is explained in Part I, | am using Akira Kitabayashi’'s 1980
masters thesis, “A History of Church Growth Among the Japanese
Believers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,” as the skeleton of
this paper until 1980. Part |, dealt mainly with the historical
background for the founding of the “Central Japanese-American
Community Church” in 1946. Part Il will deal with the events
subsequent to that formal founding. Subsequent to 1980, besides
my memory, | will be using The New Orion Chronicles, the Orion
Monitor (orionmonitor.com), and church board minutes for
documentation.

Despite the fact that the journey from 1946 to 2016 was very rocky
at times. True harmony can only be achieved by embracing and
owning all of our historical journey.

The Founding

On January 26, 1946, the church entity that now calls itself “Central
Japanese-American Community Church,” (CJACC2) came into
existence as the Los Angeles (Central3) SDA Japanese church
(LACJ). It had 50 charter members, and their minister was Elder
Alfred T. Okohira. They were at that time meeting as a company in
the chapel of the White Memorial Hospital.

The Eagle Street Era Begins

The LACJ’s Eagle Street era technically began on July 1, 1949 with
the purchase of the property at 3010 Eagle Street in East Los
Angeles from the Los Angeles Lutheran church. The purchase price
was $30,000, and membership had grown to 150. The down
payment is not specified, but the subsequent mortgage was paid by
a church building fund that was subsidized by the SC Conference,
dollar-for-dollar.

The move-in date was August, 1949. By that date, Elder Sakae
Kubo4 had arrived from his assignment in Hawaii to minister to the
English speaking congregation, which allowed Elder Okohira to
concentrate on the Japanese speaking side.

Thus, by the beginning of the Eagle Street era, LACJ had both an
English and Japanese speaking minister, and a dual congregation.
It has never deviated from this practice, though many intense
internal battles have been fought over the necessity of maintaining
this dual ministry and congregation.

In retrospect, that dual congregation has been the key to its survival
because it kept the succeeding generations loyal to the Japanese
church despite the fact that they no longer needed the Japanese
speaking service. The verdict of history is that all ethnic churches
that did not fight the good fight to keep dual congregations viable,
either perished with the passing of their “Isseis,” or needed a
constant influx of new immigrants to stay alive.

In 1950, the church purchased two homes adjoining their property
for $9,000. On the Sabbath afternoon of November 24, 1951, at
3:00 p.m. there was a dedication service commemorating the paying
off the mortgage. On this Thanksgiving Sabbath afternoon program,
some of the participants included Dr. James Hara, who gave a
history of the church, and Elder B.P. Hoffman, who offered the
dedicatory prayer.
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In Loving Memory of Uncle John King

Our beloved Uncle John King passed away last October, 2016. He had a special relationship with the children in our church. Darlene
Mizumoto, Children’s Church Leader, asked them to share some of their favorite memories of Uncle John.

Zuzu — “Uncle John was really funny and he always did weird stuff that made me laugh. He used to tease me and started to call me
“Petals” — which | liked.”

Group of kids — “He liked being around us kids, and we liked being around him.”

Zuzu - “When | think about Uncle John, | especially think about hiking because he loved to hike. That's what he would talk about all
the time.”

Natalie — “We’re sad that he died.”

John — [nod in agreement with a sad face]

Natalie - We miss him carrying us all around and doing fun stuff with us.
John — [nod in agreement with a sad face]

Natalie - When we see him, he would swing us, pull us, push us, and lift
us up.

John — [nod in agreement with a happy face]

Natalie — “John wasn’t scared of him.”

John — “He played with us.”

Natalie — “We got to climb on him, and pull his beard all the time.”

John - “...and he made funny faces.”

Natalie — “Uncle John was like a jungle gym!”

John — “Jungle John!”

Liam — “I remember that Uncle John’s jokes were VERY funny! He was always playful - like a kid. | will always remember the Easter
sermon that Uncle John gave at church one year. Hearing him reflect about the way he communed with God in nature was cool.”

Sammie — “Uncle John loved to eat those chocolate covered dusted almonds in the green container! Every time | see those, | think of
Uncle John. He also loved birds and wind chimes, but what | miss the most are his silly jokes.”

Group of kids — “Uncle John gave us “high-fives” on the way to Children’s Church! His voice kind of echoed. It was kind of loud. And
low.”

Sammie — “Oh yeah... | just remembered... he loves dark chocolate cake!”

Kirk — “...and he couldn’t stop eating ice-cream.”

Kirk — “Did you know that Uncle John had a secret stash of his own food at his house? No one was allowed to eat it. Just him.”
Sammie — “The cat who didn’t like ANYBODY liked Uncle John!”

Group of kids — “He built a cage for birds. He had a salt-water swimming pool.”

Kirk — “We used to eat potluck with Uncle John. We miss that. [Even though he would always read the newspaper during potluck!]”
Group of kids — “It was fun to pat his belly! He fixed my goggles. We laughed a lot.

Group of kids — “We can’t wait to see him again in heaven.”

Kids who participated in the interview: Zuzu, Liam, Natalie, John, Sammie, Kirk, Leo, Lucas, Mika.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kids and Youth Afternoon

Saturday, July 15 at 4:00pm-7:00pm

King’'s Residence: 245 South Siesta Ave, La Puente, CA 91746

We invite kids from Kindergarten through Youth to attend a swim party at the King’s house. This will be a time
for the younger generation to spend time together and enjoy a warm summer day! We welcome our kids to
invite their friends as well. Dinner will be provided. For more information, please contact the Hays or Melissa
Hokama.

Generation Change — Dave Ramsey’s FPU for Teenagers

Starting Saturday, July 29 at 9:30am for 9 consecutive weeks

Generation Change is an all-new suite of Bible studies designed to lead teens to a better understanding of
God, themselves and their money—and how it all works together. They will be equipped with biblical principles
to BE who God created them to be, DO more with their money, and GO out into the world ready to write their
story. For more information, please contact Melissa Hokama or Maki Vance.

Beach Vespers

Saturday, August 19 at 4:00pm at Bolsa Chica Beach

It's our annual beach vespers! It's always fun to spend time with our church family. We will have a worship and
dinner. Please join us for this fun event!

Keiro No Hi Luncheon

Sunday, September 17 at 12:00pm

Come celebrate our seniors at our annual Keiro No Hi Luncheon. For more information, please contact Patty
Hokama.

A 2B —2y b TEEHANTEFET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam
* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
* English Language Bible Studies Tues 7pm-8:30pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 1pm

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language)  Thu 10am-12pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.
CDBEEDARNY MEBRGEZ e A—LTHEY LTULET, ZTHED
AIFUTDOT7 FLRAA B A Y w5l E T news@centraljapanese.org.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraliapanese.org
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