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In a State of Mind Standing on Neither Evangelicalism nor
Legalism

We human beings are all sinners. We turn our back on God and
receive life at a distance from God where death is waiting at the
end of life. No one has an exception to this truth. However loving
God who created us humans and gave each individual life felt
deeply sad that we would be swallowed up into the world of death.

In order to solve such a sad reality, God sent Jesus Christ, his
only begotten son as a human into the world. He carried the sins
of all mankind, became a scapegoat and received the death ---a
punishment of sin---on the cross. God formed an incredible
salvation plan, which saves all who believe in Jesus Christ as their
savior unconditionally. This God’s salvation plan is called the
evangelicalism or Gospel (Good News). The gospel does not
require humans of works but simply faith. Whoever believes in
God’s grace shall be saved; this is the evangel/gospel.

But the problem is that this gospel, which can be saved by faith
alone and doesn’t demand any works sometimes produces really
slack Christians. Like “If we were saved by just believing, we could
do anything we want”. For a little bit extreme example, people
might say, “Only if we remain believing, we don’t have to go to
church, right? If we keep believing, we don’t have to give offering,
right? Then let's not bother doing troublesome services and
everything! Yes, how wonderful the gospel is!” In fact, we call this
idea “Evangelicalism” in a bad way.

The problem with this idea is that the Christ of the cross is
missing. For our salvation, God’s son, Jesus Christ shed his blood,
his flesh was torn, and he abandoned his life ---such the greatest
truth, his graceful “sacrifice”, God’s “pain” is forgotten. Also what
was forgotten is that the salvation which Christ bestowed by dying
for us is not only the salvation from a punishment of sin, death but
also the salvation for us in keeping us from sinning.

Contrary to such the “evangelicalism”, although the Bible says
over and over again that we are saved by grace through faith,
there are strict Christians who try to be saved by diligently following
the law. They say “in order to be saved, you have to do this, do
that and you shouldn’t do this, you shouldn’t do that”. They are so
called “No, no Christians”.

The problem of this idea is that they don’t fully believe in the
evangelical words and do make every effort to observe the law as
they want the assurance or warrant of salvation somehow.
Obeying the law isn't the issue. That's the right thing. The
problem exists where they don’t utterly believe in the Gospel of
Grace and try to gain salvation by their achievement. It is
impossible for humans to obey the law in the first place. No matter
how much they grit their teeth and try their best, they tend to
become hypocritical just like Pharisees in the New Testament and
judge people who don’t work hard. On top of that, they themselves
will never have assurance of salvation or peace of mind.

In fact, this is also the faith where the Christ of the Cross is
missing. The reason why Christ died for us at the Cross is
because we were so sinful that any of us couldn’t follow the
law. If we had been able to obey the law by our own power,
Christ shouldn’t have died for us. Christ loved helpless us,
accepted and forgave us as we were by literally risking His own
life.

Without deviating to evangelicalism or to legalism, we would
like to walk straight into the road of real “Evangelical Faith”.
Likewise we would like to lead a joyful life, putting the law ---an
expression of God’s character--- into practice with the help of
Holy Spirit.



Happy Sabbath, everybody! Today is a really special day
for me, because I'm being baptized. But before | get
baptized, | want to share a little bit of my journey with
Jesus with all of you.

I've been a Christian all my life, but | never really got it in
the first stages of my life. | went to church because my
mom and dad went. | knew the Bible stories, but | never
really registered the full meaning of them. However, as
more experiences came into my life, | realized more about
God and | realized more about how much He loves me.
He carried and helped me through many things.

When | was three years old, my mom got pregnant
again. | was supposed to have a brother named Caleb.
Around the twenty-seventh week, my mom lost him. |
didn’t fully grasp the concept at first, but it hit me later.
After that, my mom lost 4 other kids. It's hard without
them, but one way this helped me on my way to Christ
was the fact that He helped me get through the loss, and
He stuck with me through it all.

After that, my family moved to Carson City, in Nevada.
One snowy, December evening, my mom and | were
driving up a mountain road to get my dad’s Christmas
present. The road was slippery with ice and it was
snowing hard enough that we couldn’t see, when all of a
sudden, we crashed into a pole right next to the edge of
the mountain. If we had turned left, we probably would
have fallen off. But that wasn’t the end of the blessing. It
turns out we had crashed right next to a fire station, where
two firemen came out and brought us into the station. We
stayed there for a while, until we managed to reach a
hotel. In the morning, we got our car and my dad picked
us up. | believe God saved us from falling off that
mountain, and | believe that God sent those two firemen to
help us.

My family has been through tough times, and | know that
there’s going to be more. But | know that if | trust God, He
will take care of us, just like He has in the past. He knew |
was not going to be perfect, | was going to mess up, | was
going to be sinful, but He still chose to create me and be
there for me. He still chose to love me. He has loved me,

does love me, and will love me with His everlasting love,
and | believe that is one of the main reasons why | want to
live for Him.
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Mo TRHREE-ITHBEOEH 2 (2) REBEH: Is this a trial or a blessing of God? (2) Yukio Hattori
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(Continuation from Harmony June Issue)

On February 13, surgery was done at Kuribayashi Hospital in
Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture. After cancer was removed,
biopsy was performed and they found out that it was stage 2. It
was better than the test done a month prior to the surgery. is it
possible that cancer's progression not only stopped but was
reversed? My wife requested to stay with me in the hospital while |
was hospitalized for 14 days. The hospital gave us a private room
with shower and bathroom. She was with me all the time and it
helped me to stay calm and comfortable as | recover from the
surgery. Post surgery recovery was unusually fast. By the 7th day
after the surgery, | was taking a 2 hour walk to near by park to see
plum blossoms. | was eating regular food by 10th day after the
surgery. The following day, the doctor and | went out to eat fresh
seafood at restaurant. | didn't particularly experience any problem
even after that. The doctor was so surprised by the speed of
recovery. | was also surprised by it as well. | heard from friends
about potential post surgery complications and discomfort
including fever, nausea, vomiting, and abdominal pain but | didn't
experience any of them. Kuribayashi hospital is mid-size facility
with 260 beds. Unlike big hospitals in Japan, it was very efficient
and flexible in dealing with tests, payment, prescription and other
things. Nurses were also very nice, kind and skilled. The hospital
was quite reliable and turned out to be a source of great comfort
for me and my wife who are not familiar with health care system in
Japan. Hallelujah!

Dr. Hagiike's house was 20 minutes drive from the hospital and |

stayed at his house 2 days prior and 2 days after
hospitalization. Dr. Hagiike's mother and his brother's family all
welcomed us with wonderful home cooking. After surgery, they
took us to near by hot spring so | can rest and heal better. |
experienced so much kindness and love through the time we spent
together. | truly felt that our friendship got deepened.
We came back to US on March 24. it was a long trip but I'm still
doing well. This is a second marriage for me and my wife. On
April 5, my children from my previous marriage and my wife's
children from her previous marriage and their family all got
together at our house and celebrated successful surgery/recovery
and my 70th (Koki) birthday. We haven't gotten together like this
for 10 years or so and it made me really happy.

| think our family's tie got stronger through my cancer.

I'd summarize God's divine intervention in the following
experiences.

| had this confidence and faith that God would protect me and
that confidence came from all of your prayers.

| was able to be at peace with a thought that there is nothing |
can do and | have to leave everything to God's hand.

| was able to find an excellent surgeon and | had no post surgery
complications and my recovery was unbelievably fast.

| think God has shown me God's love, family's love and
neighbor's love through many people that | came across in this
journey. It made me also realize wonderful blessings that we can
receive by being obedient to God.

What | feel today is joy of experiencing God's grace and blessing
without me doing anything. The joy outweigh trial of going through
the cancer diagnosis and treatment.

Hallelujah. God is great.



The Life and Times of Mrs. O (2)

A Baptism of Fire

The background story to the ouster of Elder Miyake is one of the
most heart wrenching incidents of WWII, harkening back to the
Civil War. Elder Miyake’s son-in-law, Paul Tatsuguchi, MD, and
a graduate of PUC and Loma Linda Medical Schooal, class of ‘38,
had returned to Japan in 1939 to work at the (Adventist) Tokyo
Sanitarium, only to be conscripted into the Japanese Imperial
army in 1941. He was then eventually sent to join an Imperial
army unit that was then occupying Attu Island, at the Western
most end of the Aleutian Islands, which became U.S. territory
with the purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867.

At the end of one of the bloodiest battles of WWII, and the only
one fought on U.S. soil, Paul was killed, along with almost all of
his remaining 1,000 or so comrades, in a hopeless and
desperate kamikaze-like attack.® Ironically, on that same
battlefield were two of Paul’'s LLU medical school classmates
serving as doctors for the American army.9 But what made even
more sensational headlines around the world, and focused the
world’s spotlight on Elder Miyake and the beleaguered Japanese
SDA church, was the translation and publication of Paul’'s
poignant diary of the last 18 days of his life. While the original
autograph has been lost, and there are at least 10 known
versions of the translation, the following words in his last entry
on May 28 (by American reckoning), were sensational:

Today at 2000 we assembled at Headquarters. The
field hospital took part too. The last assault is to be
carried out. All patients in the hospital were made to
commit suicide... Only 33 years of living and | am to
die: | have no regrets. Banzai to the Emperor. | am
grateful that | have kept the peace in my soul, which
Edict'® bestowed upon me. At 1800 took care of all the
patients with grenades.11 Goodbye Toeke™ my beloved
wife, who loved me till the last . . . Until we meet again,
grant you God speed..."13

The national media interpreted Tatsuguchi’s diary as proof that
Paul had totally abandoned his ethics as a doctor and a
Christian in favor of fanatical Japanese nationalism. When the
story came out in the national newspapers, George E. Taylor,
the Hawaiian Mission President in 1943,14 and a former marine,
was outraged. He made a visit to Elder Miyake’s house to tell
him in no uncertain terms that his son-in-law Paul was a traitor
to the church and a disgrace to Christianity. Taylor then began
to take measures to force Elder Miyake out of the ministry.

Although there other complications that made this transition
difficult, the over-arching lesson the Oshitas and most WWII
era Nisei Hawaiian SDAs seemed to take away from this
baptism of fire was to make sure that they never gave
occasion for the George Taylor’s of the world to ever accuse
them of being disloyal Americans by acting any more
Japanese than they had to in order to convert them. This
persistent ambivalent attitude toward ethnicity would
eventually cause tensions between them and the issei (first
generation) Japanese immigrants and the California born
nisei and sansei (third generation) Japanese SDAs who
came to take pride in and even enjoyed their ethnic heritage.

Dennis Hokama

This transformation in attitude toward ethnicity (from
shame to pride) began building in the late 1960s with the
Civil Rights movement, and culminated in 1977 when the
TV miniseries “Roots” was shown."®

San Gabriel Academy

In 196419, a ministerial call came from Los Angeles, where
Hideo was needed to pastor the L.A. Central Japanese
Church, and Winifred was needed to teach at San Gabriel
Academy Elementary. This resulted in a family relocation
to Monterey Park, California, and in 1965, Winifred, by
then affectionately known as “Mrs. O” began teaching the
fifth grade (the 65-66 school year®).

After two years as a 5th grade teacher, she became the
elementary school principal; a post which she held for 13%
years. During this period she built the first kindergarten and
implemented a new building design embodying the "open
classroom concept.”

Mrs. O’s hyper-kinetic pace did not slow down on the
Sabbath, nor after retirement. She taught a Junior Division
Sabbath school class for 22 years, then a Primary division
class for 4 years, an adult class 1 year, and a baptismal
class for juniors.?® She was also instrumental in starting
junior choir (which practiced during the sermon hour to free
parents) and the Pathfinders Club.

In her later years, Mrs. O was afflicted with severe
rheumatoid arthritis which eventually necessitated the total
replacement of both knees and both hips. Severe
fluctuations in her heart rate also resulted in two cardiac
pacer implantations. In her advanced years, says her son
Roy, her primary care taker, she was always thankful for
any assistance, always encouraging others, and always
praising others.

It is always much easier to be loving, kind and generous to
those with whom we are in philosophical agreement. It is
saintly to be just as loving, generous, and pleasant to
those with whom we disagree. Probably more than anyone
else who was in frequent contact and association with her,
| put her reputation to the acid test. And she always
passed with flying colors!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Family Fun Night for Pumpkin Curving

Saturday, October 18 at 5pm

Dinner and pumpkins are provided. Which team will win the Pumpkin Curving Contest this year?
Please enjoy delicious desert after contest.

Big Bear Retreat

Friday, October 31 — Sunday, November 2

Adult $50 Child $30

For more information, please contact with Melissa.

Nicole and Erik Pong's Baby Shower

Saturday, November 15 at 6:00pm

It's a Girll All are welcome to attend, including men and children. Please bring a finger-food potluck
dish. The couple is registered at buybuybaby.com.

Stewart Wedding Celebration + Family Fun Night (FFN)

Saturday, November 29 at 6:00pm

San Gabriel Academy, 8827 E Broadway, San Gabriel 91776

Please join us as we celebrate Irene + Jason’s nuptials with dinner and kickball at SGA.

Christmas Social

Saturday, December 13 at 6:00pm

Please bring one wrapped gift per participant ($10 value; new/gently used) for our White Elephant Gift
Exchange. Please label the gift accordingly (Adult/Child & Gender)

Christmas Program

Saturday, December 20 at 10:00am

There will be no Sabbath School. If you would like to participate, please contact Brent Kusuhara at
brentkus@mac.com.

Mochitsuki Taikai / Mochi Pounding Festival
Sunday, January 18 at 10:00am

A3 =%y b TEREMNTEET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

- Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Tues 10am-2pm
: * Family Fun Night Monthly

= * Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and

: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.

: COHEDARY MERGEEF e-A—ILTHEEY LTWVWET, THED
D AIRUTO7 FLAA B A1) vHs[EE T news@centraljapanese.org.
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visit us at eur webslte:
WWwW.ceniraljapanese.org




