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Pastor’s Message

The Gist of Worship

In Genesis Chapter 22, there is an inspirational
episode written about worship that Abraham
experienced. Of all others, God told him to sacrifice
his only begotten son, Isaac who is more precious
than anything else to him as a burnt offering in Mount
Moriah. Although agonizing, when Abraham obeyed
God’s word, went to the place where God
commanded, took the knife and was about to slay his
son, the Angel of God appeared to stop him and a
ram was provided instead.

This episode teaches us the essence of worship. The
shocker when we read this story is that God
commanded him to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt
offering. Won’t we stumble when God demands such
thing? However stop and try to reflect on it. Have we
ever felt like God told us to sacrifice the most
important thing to us? Have you ever felt why we
have to do that much or we are making “sacrifices” in
order to worship on Sabbath Day from the secular
perspective? If this is the case, read the ending of
this episode thoroughly.

God has prepared the ram to sacrifice. God paid all
the price that Abraham had to pay. “In the Mount of
the Lord it shall be provided” ---the gist of worship,
the sacrifice we are supposed to make is NOT
prepared by us but already prepared by God. | don’t
have to explain whom the ram represents; Abraham
and Isaac must have praised and worshipped God
with the joy from their hearts. If we keep reading after
verse 15, we recognize that God gives Abraham
abundant blessings. In fact, giving blessings was the
genuine purpose why God demanded this worship.

F. Seager defines worship as follows:

“Worship is nothing but the purpose. It’s not the
means for any other things. The reason we worship
God is intended that we should adore God
genuinely.”

This definition is extremely important as we are
prone to misunderstand the crucial opportunity to
worship, the time to celebrate salvation by Christ’s
crucifixion as the condition to receive salvation and

before His presence with thanksgiving;

Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. For the Lord
is the great God, And the great King above all gods.”
(Psalm 95: 1-3)

At first, the Psalmist says that worship is a joyful
shout to “the Rock of Salvation”. Then what is “The
Rock of Salvation” all about? In the latter half of
Psalm 95, there are the names of places like Meribah
and Massah. These are historical places where God
provided water to the Israelites, who were traveling
across the wilderness after leaving Egypt and were
saved. In other words, worship is God’s work of
salvation present in the beginning and then followed
by our response with joy and thanksgiving. “The Rock
of Salvation” truly means our Savior, Jesus Christ.

The center of our worship is to celebrate the work of
salvation by Jesus Christ (His life, crucifixion,
resurrection, intercessional works and Advent (the
Second Coming)) and give thanks and praise joyfully
at all times.

As for the Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus said
"those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted." at the end of this
parable. What we sinners need is to humble ourselves
consistently and stay in humility. And that's always God's
role to exalt such people like us. The same thing applies
to church — a gathering of sinners.

Church consists of "imperfect" people who know what
sins, grace and forgiveness mean. In fact, church is for
sinners. So ideal impeccable is the church where
imperfect people experience love and forgiveness and
learn enormous things after all.

Reference: "The Perfect Church" No.1 of 2013
"Bokuyo(Raising-Sheep)"

Tadashi Yamaji
Senior Pastor
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Being members of CJACC for a mere 2 years, I'm
certain that most everyone endearingly associates my
name with the term “high-maintenance” and has never
used “Michaela” and “The Great Outdoors” in the same
sentence (except to refer to what causes her panic or
at least great discomfort). | agreed for the second time
to attend the Big Bear Retreat out of love for my
husband (we call it an act of service) and because |
knew that blessings would abound. These blessings
came in the form of quality time with our recently
adopted family, being part of the winning Jeopardy
team (thank you Abigail!), and the rewards of
stretching myself to hike, breathe thin air, and
otherwise force myself out of my comfy box.

Looking back on how God guided us to Pasadena,
Audun and | are certain that being part of this church
was in His plan. The way we have been welcomed into
the fold makes us forget sometimes that we’re not
Japanese! Our time at Big Bear further illustrates how
this family loves and serves one another, and how we
express Christ in us.

“By their fruit you will know/recognize them.” “You will
know them by what they do.” Our trees differ. We are
of different varieties; we have distinctive strengths,
weaknesses and struggles; we each have a unique
encounter with our Creator and Caretaker. Yet we all
bear similar fruit: “the greatest of these is love”. This
truly sums up the Law of God, “to love one another”.
Beholding changes us, and | believe that while we
could be “hellish creatures” (credit to C.S. Lewis), by
God’s grace and patient revelation of Himself to us, we
become more like Him, mature into His character, and
become able to receive and give love. If | had to sum
up my experience with God, this church family, and
yes, even with the Big Bear retreat, | would have to
say, “l feel loved”.

Michaela Utengen
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This year’'s January 16, 2014 Mochitsuki
Festival was very fun but it also was very
hardworking for our members of Central
Japanese American Community Church
(CJACC)! I'm glad that we all got to experience
pounding and eating yummy mochi! It was very
interesting how you could eat mochi with many
different toppings. One of my favorites are the
edamame, kinako powder, and annko (red bean
paste). We got a big bouncer, a long table of
mochi toppings, and our fundraising booth. | am
very thankful for the people who prepared this
event for us. The Onigiri Juniors also participated
in this delightful event by selling food and
products at the church building fund booth. This
was a great experience for me, plus it was super
fun! | think we should all owe this one to our Lord
for He is the one that helped invite a lot of people
to our church for this event. Not only did God
invite many people, He also invited a TV crew! It
would be nice for people who didn’'t know our
church to someday visit us. So if you are reading
this, make sure you come next year to our fun
annual Mochitsuki Festival!

Aiko Lamn.
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Yield: 4 cups R RN
1 Table spoon of Olive Oil (to saute) FYU—THAIIL (WHE) KL 1
1 Carrot chopped AZ  (KFEMUB) 1
1 Onion chopped FhE (KEMYD) 1
1 Tea spoon of Garlic chopped ZoZy (@< EIB)  VDEMNT
1 Tea spoon of Ginger chopped awhi #@EN<Ed)  vEMT
1 Table spoon of Chicken Bouillon FExoIJ43r (FER) KEL1
Powder 7K 4ahy7
4 Cups of Water DAL b INE LYY
Ya- Y2 Tea spoon of Cumin TITRIVIND T — INE LVaYs
Ya-Y2 Tea spoon of Fennel aAYFUE— INE LVaVs
Y4-Y Tea spoon of Corriander EVU—L Vel 7
2 Cup of Heavy Cream LEVIH K&L2-3

2-3 Table spoon of Lemon Juice

1. ETOHEEREF)—THAILETF
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2. KEMAD, Bi->fzb, V3V
INORE— Dz oRIWINYE— O
TFoA—EMA 5,

. Saute all vegetables together in Olive
Oil with Chicken Bouillon Powder.

. Add Water. When it comes to a boll,
add Cumin, Fennel and Corriander. g

. Blend with a stick blender and add 8. XT‘{/J_j L3 FJ: CEY.
Lemon Juice. All to personal taste Ea—LRieT5, LEVEMR S,

. Add Heavy Cream at the end. 4. £7)—LERRISMAD.
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-By Melissa Hokama
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keiro Nursing Home Visit

Saturday, April 12 from 3:00-3:45pm
Keiro Nursing Home, 2221 Lincoln Park Ave, LA 90031

Easter Sabbath Service

Saturday, April 19 at 10am

Come and be reminded of the price Jesus paid for our salvation and celebrate victory over sin and
death! CJACC'’s Easter Sabbath Service begins promptly @ 10AM (no Sabbath School) with praise
through music, singing, and dance, followed by a powerful message by Pastor Toru Nakamura. A
feast of a potluck will follow the service, so come hungry!

48—y T &M TEFET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!

Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE”
tab.

- Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

= * Family Fun Night Monthly

= *Women’s Ministry Quarterly

= * Qil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and

: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.

: COBRDAANY MEBGEZ e- A —LTEEYLTVET, THFED
: ARUTO7 FLAMD A1) w44 EE T news@centraljapanese.org.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org




