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Pastor’s Message
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“Steps to Christ”

Whenever | read “Steps to Christ” by Ellen White, it
makes me realize how much we misunderstand God.
From the world’s beginning to its end, God loves us
without change at all. In fact in order to save us, He
didn’t spare His own life. We consider such wonderful
loving God as “terrifying God” or “Cruel and would
never forgive people”.

Actually what drives us to think like this is Christ’s
enemy, Satan. He keeps attacking us with another
BIG deceit.

“It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from
the pit of sin which we are sunken. Our heats are
evil, and we cannot change them.”

Sometimes we feel compelled to overcome our ugly
tendencies or weaknesses but as described here, we
cannot do that. Then, who really can change our
human hearts? If we can be changed, what make it
possible?

“His grace alone can quicken the lifeless faculties of
the soul, and attract it to God, to holiness”

Ellen White says in an even more stern tone of voice.

“The idea that it is necessary only to develop the good
that exists in man by nature, is a fatal deception.”

According to today’s theory of education, it is said to
be important for children to improve their natural
strengths and talents. This theory can be very easily
accepted by Japanese people, who have the Buddhist
view of human nature as fundamentally good (Seizen-
setsu, &)

Tadashi Yamaji

that we were bon sinners and miserable that we even
don’t have the ability to escape from the bondage of
sin. In order to be saved from this bleak fate and to
be freed from sin, we have to rely on the power other
than ourselves, the power of our Savior, the Lord.

Satan is doing whatever it takes to distract us from
such an important thing. And he deceives us to think
as if we had the ability to change our hearts or we
were born with good things to save ourselves. But
don’t be taken in by these lies.

“It is not enough to perceive the loving-kindness of
God, to see the benevolence, the fatherly tenderness,
of His character.”

We need to see God’s true form clearly, which is
hidden from our eyes by Satan’s big lie. In other
words, the truth —our Heavenly Father loves each
one of us so much — has to be revealed.

And we have to realize, because of Satan’s another
big lie, our true forms are also hidden to us. In short,
we would be merely perished and sinful and we don't
have the power to get away from such state by our
own strengths.

Even we would see God’s true form and realize that
we are loved, if we are neither aware of our true
nature nor problems we have, we wouldn’t admit our
need of a Savior. Or on the contrary, even we are
aware of our weaknesses and realize that we don’t
have the power to overcome them yet if we keep
misunderstanding God as terrifying One, we cannot
reach out to the Savior, either.

Satan knows that well. Thus, he anticipates that we
would be tricked by either at least one of these big
two lies. However, Christ clearly revealed “Truth
(real things)” at the Cross in front of our eyes.

“In the apostasy, man alienated himself from God;
earth was cut off from heaven. Across the gulf that
lay between, there could be no communion. But
through Christ, earth is again linked with heaven.”

By Christ, God has accomplished what mankind can
never do. That's linking heaven and earth again
which had been cut off by sin. No one else but God,
Christ who became a man can accomplish this.

“And the only way to God is Christ.”
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Is this a trial or a blessing of God? (Part 1)

This is how my Christian faith started.
As our Bible study continued, | learned and believed
that God knows everything about us and he has the
best plan for each one of us. | started to think that
when anything happens, God may be trying to tell
me something through the experience.

I'd like to share what | have experienced this time
around when | was diagnosed with stomach cancer
and went through the total gastrectomy. The
surgery put, in fact, a lot of physical burden on my
body but there were a lot of amazing things that
happened in the process. How do you think you
would process such an experience?

For the past 2-3 years or so, due to regurgitant
esophagitis | sometimes experienced heartburn and
discomfort in the back of my stomach. When | was
at Dr. Osato's office for periodic check up, Dr. Osato
initially said that | could skip the endoscopy this time
since | had the procedure done the year before and
the results were normal. For some reason, | felt that
| needed the procedure so | requested it. As a
result, cancer was discovered in the upper part of
the stomach near the esophagus.

| took this information rather lightly. | was thinking
that | could just have a surgery to remove the
cancer. | didn't think about how my life would
change after the surgery. | prayed "l cannot do
anything and | will leave everything in Your hands,
God". ". |felt at peace and spent everyday the
same as before | was diagnosed. | did wonder,
however, what God was trying to tell me through this
experience.

Initially, | was going to have the surgery at UCI. |
had additional tests in preparation for surgery and
the test revealed that my cancer was had just
advanced to stage 3. | thought that meant | would
have to get the surgery immediately. It was around
this is time, that my golf friend, Dr. Hagiike, came to
visit Torrance for business. | received a second
opinion on my condition from him. | learned then
that he happened to be a very experienced surgeon
who specializes in Gastroenterology and explained
in detail various treatment options.

Yukio Hattori

He explained that typically surgery in America
removes what's least necessary based on test
results, whereas in Japan, they remove more than
what that test may indicate for removal. Also, he
talked about how there are many cases of stomach
cancer in Japan; hence, their management of this
condition is at the top level in the world. | found
out that survival rates after 5 years from surgery is
at 90% in Japan whereas the percentage is only
50% in America. In addition, | learned that Dr.
Hagiike has improved the usual surgical procedure
based on his lengthy research which resulted in
reduction of post surgical complications and
improvement in post surgical food intake.

| asked Dr. Hagiike to perform the surgery
immediately and February 13 was set as the
date. This all came about around January 20th. |
hurriedly purchased my airplane ticket to Japan. |
was to leave to Japan on February 4th. It was very
busy and hectic-but | received many supportive
messages from church members during that
time. They were all praying for a successful
surgery outcome and | truly believed that these
prayers would be heard and God would protect
me. | was really touched by church member's
messages and prayers.

(to be continued in next issue)
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The Life and Times of Mrs. O ()X X - A—D B L VH (1)

Reflections on the Life of Mrs. Winifred Oshita and the
Tumultuous Times in Which She Lived (Shorter Version)

Mrs. Winifred Oshita, widow of Elder Hideo Oshita,
and former 5™ grade teacher and long time
Elementary Principal at San Gabriel Academy
Elementary, passed away on December 15, 2013 at
the age of 97. Her memorial service was held at the
White Memorial Church on February 16, 2014.
Despite the fact that she had been retired for about
29 years, and had been in fragile health for the last
9 years, her service was well attended by her former
students and colleagues, as well as friends and
associates from all across the country.

The Beginnings

Winifred Sachiko Nakamoto was born on April 9,
1916 to a second-generation (“nisei”’) Japan- ese-
American family in Hilo, Hawaii, as the eldest of five
sisters and one brother. After she had completed
junior high, the family moved to Paia, Maui. Her life
changed the day she attended a religious meeting
being held in her uncle Kobayashi’s theater. When
Winifred noticed that they needed a piano player,
she offered to play for them. It turned out to be an
evangelistic series being conducted by Seventh-day
Adventists, and Winifred ended up playing
throughout the whole series of meetings. Soon after
that, Elder Frank Hartwick, the SDA missionary
assigned to Maui, Hawaii, asked if she would be
interested in taking Bible studies. Winifred accepted
and shortly afterward, she and her sister Evelyn
were baptized. She enrolled in PUC in 1934, and
worked her way through college, eventually
becoming the student manager of the cafeteria.

Her Teaching Career and Beyond

In 1938 she graduated from PUC, majoring in Home
Economics and Anatomy & Physiology.

Returning to Hawaii she became an elementary
teacher, teaching grades 1-8 in a one-room school
in Kapaa, Kauai. In 1940, she married Hideo Oshita,
a minister and fellow PUC graduate. Over the next
three years (41-44), all three of their children;
Gordon, Joanne and Roy; were born in Kekaha,
Kauai.

In 1946, an urgent call came from Honolulu for
Hideo to pastor the Japanese church and for both
of them to teach at Hawaiian Mission Academy.
The Japanese church was then in great turmoil
because of the ugly circumstances under which the
previous pastor, Elder Shohei Miyake had been
forced out. In retrospect, these difficult
circumstances would cast a long shadow over the
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Japanese work in Hawaii and then the mainland as
the Oshitas and the WWII era Hawaii Japanese
SDAs began to leave the Islands for educational
and professional reasons. ( to be continued)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keiro Nursing Home Visit

Saturday, June 14 from 3:00-3:45pm
Keiro Nursing Home, 2221 Lincoln Park Ave, LA 90031

48—y T &M TEFT! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.

Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE”
tab.

- Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

= * Family Fun Night Monthly

= *Women’s Ministry Quarterly

= * Qil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and

: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.

: COBRDAANY MEBGEZ e- A —LTEEYLTVET, THFED
: ARUTO7 FLAMD A1) w44 EE T news@centraljapanese.org.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org




