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Pastor Tadashi Yamaji and his family have come from
Japan this summer to pastor at our three churches: Central,
Gardena, and West LA.

We welcome him as he starts his ministry in Los Angeles,
and the Harmony staff have asked him the following 15
guestions to get to know him better.

Q: Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family.
A: Self, Tadashi, birthdate: May 3, blood type B. Born in
Osaka, at a residence for pastors at Osaka Toubu Church,
near Tsuruhashi Station. Back when | was a student, though
I had no intention whatsoever of becoming a pastor, before |
knew it | became one, and it has been 30 years since.

Wife, Jun, birthdate: May 16, blood type O, born in Tokyo
Eisei Hospital, attended Tokyo Saniku Elementary School,
Kitaura Saniku Middle School, Hiroshima Saniku High
School, graduated from Saniku College in Nursing. Up to
spring of this year, she had been working at Tokyo Eisei
Hospital as a nurse making home visits.

Eldest daughter, Yuu, birthdate: January 10, blood type B,
born at Tokyo Eisei Hospital, attended Koufuudai Saniku
Elementary School, Tokyo Saniku Elementary School,
Kitaura Saniku Middle School, Hiroshima Saniku High
School, graduated in nursing from Saniku College, had
worked for three years at Tokyo Eisei Hospital's Department
of Internal Medicine up through this June. She is currently in
the process of applying for her visa as she is planning to
work at Tozai Gakuen from next Spring.

Son, Satoru, birthdate: January 5, blood type O, born at
Tokyo Eisei Hospital, attended Tokyo Saniku Elementary
School, Kitaura Saniku Middle School, Hiroshima Saniku
High School, graduated from Saniku College having studied
English Communication, currently attending Southern
Adventist University in Tennessee as a third-year student in
religious studies.
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Younger daughter, Maki, birthdate: August 22, blood type
O, born at Tokyo Eisei Hospital, attended Tokyo Saniku
Elementary School, Kitaura Saniku Middle School, this spring
graduated from Hiroshima Saniku High School, currently
planning to attend La Sierra University.

Q: What were you doing in Japan before moving to the
us?

A: | worked as a General Manager/Chief Editor of Japan
Publishing House, Ministerial Secretary of Japan Union
Conference, Media Center Radio Speaker, and a Staff Pastor
of Amanuma Church.

Q: When & how did you accept Christ?

A: | got baptized my first year in middle school during Week
of Prayer. My teacher was Mr. Kenji Soneda and the pastor
who baptized me was Pastor Akira Yamaji.

Q: What lead you to become a Pastor?

A: Originally, 1 was working towards becoming a teacher and
was studying education, but | entered Saniku College and
went into their religious studies program. At the time, the
department head was a missionary pastor (Hilliard) and at his
suggestion, | became an intern pastor. At first, my plan after
finishing my internship was to immediately go on a study
abroad program and continue on my path towards becoming
an educator; however, since then | had instead continued
being a pastor.

Q: What was your biggest challenge ministering to the
lost in Japan?

A: There is no such thing as an easy evangelistic ministry.
To be in the ministry means to simply obey God’s directions
and to draw strength from Him in that role you're given, to
carry it out and bear fruit through it rather than working on
your own strength, to trust in Him for results. Personally, |
recall my days as a religious studies student going door to
door doing literature ministry a good challenge.

Q: As a Pastor, how do you stay renewed and keep
yourself from burning out?

A: | think it is important to hear different viewpoints through
reading books. Rather than it being about intellectual
stimulation, it is also very important to always be receiving
spiritual invigoration.

Q: Who has been the most inspiring person in your life
and why?

A: What a difficult question. For many reasons, it would be
Ellen White.

Q: Which scripture in bible do you like best?
A: Philippians 2:13 “For it is God who works in you to will and
to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”

Q: What was the biggest culture shock about living in
LA?
A: Nights are cold.

Q: What was your first impression of CJACC?
A: It looks like everyone has a good time here

Q: What is your life motto?
A: Faith towards mankind is what plants hope.
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Q: What is your hobby?
A: To enjoy a long time relaxing at an onsen (hot springs).
That is the only thing | miss about Japan

Q: What is your guilty pressure?
A: The massage chair

Q: What is your favorite food?
A: Udon, soba

Q: And lastly, what is your vision for CJACC?
A: Once | get more understanding of the vision CJACC has
had originally, I'd like to combine that with my vision as the
pastor and share this with the church eventually.

We are very thankful that God has lead Pastor Yamaji and
his family to LA to lead our 3 churches. We are excited to
grow together in Christ and to fulfill God's will for our
churches.

CJACC held its first Vacation Bible School (VBS) during
the week of August 5-9, 2013. The theme focused on 1 John
4:17, which states that “in this world, we are like Jesus.” The
program was titled “World Tour”, which took the children to
various countries, including Ireland, Uganda, India, Brazil,
and back to the United States. The children were divided into
age groups and learned about God'’s unfailing love and how
they could show His love to everyone. An opening and
closing program consisted of praise songs, a Bible message,
and fun facts about the country “visited” each day. Children
also made crafts that focused on the day’s theme. The
highlight of the week was the international snacks! The
children enjoyed trying different foods from each country,
such as Irish soda bread, naan, and even found a relative of
mochi, pan de queso from Brazil (thick, gooey cheese
bread).

On Saturday, August 10, the church held a “graduation
ceremony” for the 20 children that attended VBS. Praise and
theme songs were sung, certificates were presented, stories
from the week were told, and church members got to see the
week’s activities. Thank you to all the volunteers and church
members who helped make this program a success! All of us
were truly blessed!

— Michelle Matsuda
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Recently we, the Fujitas, traveled to Japan. We spent a few weeks in Japan, traveling everywhere on the island. While
we were there, we rode on the Shinkansen to Sendai, then took a long bus ride to a small city, Onagawa, to see what the
tsunami in 2011 had done, and how they had rebuilt everything. If this helps explain how far the tsunami went, you can’t
even smell the salty air, can’t see the beach!

Most of the rubble has already been removed, construction going on everywhere, old building foundations, temporary
apartments, trailer hotels, small temporary shops, and little pools of water with a lot of moss and algae. Currently, the
temporary buildings have running water, but no foundations. There are no permanent buildings yet, and there are still
some buildings that no one knows what to do with. Like the old bank and hotel we saw. There was an old hotel...
sideways, and an old bank... upside-down! — Sammie Fujita
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Everyone had such a great time in Japan.
Everyone had different favorite parts, except for
Kirk and me. Our favorite part was seeing the
Obara family!!!
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At VBS, what the children looked forward to the most
was experiencing the different foods eaten in other
countries. And out of these dishes, we would like to
feature the Irish Soda Bread made by Geri Sophias. As
long as you can purchase all the required ingredients, it is
relatively easy to make, so we highly recommend that you
try this recipe for yourself.

Ingredients:
1/2 cup White sugar
4 cups All-purpose flour
2 teaspoons  Baking powder
1 teaspoon Baking soda
3/4 teaspoon  Salt
3 cups Raisins
1 tablespoon Caraway seeds
2 Eggs lightly beaten
1 1/4 cups Buttermilk
1cup Sour cream
Directions:

1.) Pre-heat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9" round
cake pan.

2) In a mixing bowl combine flour (reserving 1
tablespoon), sugar, baking powder, baking soda, salt,
raisins and caraway seeds. (I used a kitchen-aide mixer)
In a small bowl, blend eggs, buttermilk, and sour cream.

Stir the liquid mixture into the flour mixture just until flour
is moistened. Knead dough in the bowl about 10-12
strokes. Dough will be sticky.

Place the dough in the prepared cake pan and pat down.
Cut a 4 x 3/4 inch deep slit in the top of the bread. Dust
with reserved flour.

3.) Bake in a pre-heated 350 degree oven for 65 to 75
minutes. Let cool and turn bread onto a wire rack.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keiro no Hi Luncheon

Sunday, September 15 at 12:00pm

This event is held in honor of our elderly member. This event is free for 70 years and older, and donations
will be accepted for all other guests. Lunch and entertainment will be provided.

Annual Big Bear Retreat

Friday, November 1 - Sunday, November 3

This is a great chance to take a quick escape and enjoy spiritual fellowship in the mountains.
RSVP to Melissa at melissahokama@gmail.com.

Keiro Nursing Home Visit

Sunday, November 9 at 3:00pm

As is Japanese tradition, we love to pay our respects to the elderly by singing, playing, and just plain ol
sharing the love of Jesus with them.

A28 —%v FTHEMNTEET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

: Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam
- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

: * Family Fun Night Monthly

: *Women’s Ministry Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
: updates, please contact Melissa at news@-centraljapanese.org.
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visit us at our website:

www.centraljapanese.org
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