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“Unselfish Love”

Paul wrote in his letter to the
Corinthians, “But this | say: He who
sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
2 Corinthians 9:6 (NKJV) And then he
adds a little later, “Now may He who
supplies seed to the sower, and
bread for food, supply and multiply
the seed you have sown and increase
the fruits of your righteousness, while
you are enriched in everything for all
liberality, which causes thanksgiving
through us to God.” (v. 10, 11)

Do you see the incredible appeal
that this holds? This is why the
genuine prayer giving thanks goes
something like this, not ‘You have
increased my possessions by such
and such an amount,” but rather,
‘You've given me this much, in order
that | may share it,” or, “Thank you for
how much youve made me a
welcoming, generous person to those
around me.” In other words, merely
acknowledging our Father for what
He’s given to us is not fully complete
in terms of giving a prayer of

thanksgiving/appreciation. It is in His
increasing your ability to give back out
that is!

Think of your house: things kept in
your garage, the attic, sitting in
drawers, never used but held on to, or
maybe even many rooms but they sit
empty. How much of these are
treasures that you can store up for
yourself when you go to heaven?
Have you ever calculated the value of
items that you like to collect versus
money set aside to help out those in
need? Jesus said, “Blessed are the
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) We
need to have more at the forefront of
our thoughts and focus those things
which are eternal, God’s kingdom.
We need to be truly honest with
ourselves in seeing that perhaps our
desires for things and even the
wanting of things is the very thing
which pushes us that much farther
away from the things of God.

Ellen White wrote this in a letter to
her son and daughter-in-law. It was a
strong admonition to submit
completely to the Spirit.

“Before giving us the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, our heavenly Father will
try us, to see if we can live without
dishonoring Him.” (Letter 22, 1902, pp 9,
10. “To Elder and Mrs. J.E. White, “Feb. 1
1902.)

In our church, what resources,
those which equip us to help those
around us or financial support for
example, may be lying dormant?
Lord, open the eyes of my spirit to see
and take hold of them, to put them to
usel

Sadly, many North American
churches, including Adventists, are
just, there. The purpose for their
existence has been lost in many of
them. Despite maybe a more
passionate and driven days in their
past, lately they are drying up so to
speak, like the dead dry bones
scattered everywhere spoken of in
Ezekiel 37. It could very well speak of
us, even our own church. We are a
nice, even good gathering of loving

Pastor’s Message

people, but are we just that? “We are
lacking in Spirit!” Ezekiel gives us this
charge. The younger generations still
have more room to be used. There
are many who are still lost, in droves,
around our church. What if we take a
step outside our church or walk
through Little Tokyo or peruse the
aisles of a Japanese supermarket.
90% of the people you'll see are those
who are not yet saved. They will be
destroyed. They will be those who
never enter heaven otherwise. Is that
ok with us?

Of course, God works and moves in
ways that speak to us. However, if we
want those around us to hear the
hope of the gospel message of
salvation, that is up to us. Have we
prayed for such people? Have we
thought to take some sort of action?
That Central Church is filled with great
people is without question! We are
such a warm congregation! We are in
God’'s family. However, how much
are we impacting the Japanese
community? At the last mochi
pounding event, we had over 200
people come to our church, but are
we content to leave it as just that? To
remember it as just an event in that
which that many people stepped onto
our church grounds? There were
those who rode their bikes to get here;
there were a great large number of
families raising little ones. But at the
time of Jesus’ coming, if these people
are not in heaven, could we be partly
responsible? What if we truly desired
that their souls be saved? We could
change to take action in a drastically
different way.

“The promise of the Spirit is not
appreciated as it should be. Its
fulfillment is not realized as it might
be. It is the absence of the Spirit that
makes the gospel ministry so
powerless. Learning, talents,
eloquence, every natural or acquired
endowment, may be possessed; but
without the presence of the Spirit of
God, no heart will be touched, no
sinner be won to Christ. On the other
hand, if they are connected with
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Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, the poorest and
most ignorant of His disciples will have a power that will
tell upon hearts. God makes them the channel for the
outworking of the highest influence in the universe.” (COL
328, Ellen White)

Let us earnestly seek the Spirit and to be moved/used
by it, to be the most influential vessels.

In closing, including the years before | officially became
a pastor in this church, it has been 14 years with you as
part of this loving church family, to which | am so indebted
to. Words cannot express the gratitude from the bottom of
my heart for this time | have had with you. Thinking on all
those years, memory after memory comes flooding back.
That I've been able to pull through dark times through
tremendous support, that our three children have grown to
love church and to love Jesus, and all the blessings that
we have received through this church are due to your
prayers and love for us. Parting is incredibly sad and

difficult. However, our sights are continually set on and
our mission is to always be in looking towards Heaven.
Let's help those around us, even if it is just one more
person to be added into the fold, to be saved. At the
same time that we experience the Spirit moving, let us
allow it to flow freely and smoothly in our church. And
lastly, | look forward to the day when we are in heaven,
with Jesus, and reuniting with our Central Church family
there as well. Until then, if you ever have an opportunity
to come out this way, please come visit us in Chiba.

Nozomu Obara
Senior Pastor
obara@centraljapanese.org
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Hello everyone! The Youth of CJACC have decided to
get together and form a group! We call ourselves the
Youth Council. From this, we hope to achieve leadership
skills. We also hope to grow spiritually together and to
outreach to the youth of this world.

As an introduction to the church, we decided to put on a
Youth Vespers! This took place on November 30th. We
started off with dinner and the Vespers followed. The night
was filled with prayer, videos, praise, and testimonies by
our Council Members. A short message was given by
Jameson Matsuda about how God worked in his life.
There was no doubt about it that the Holy Spirit came
down and joined us that night. We hope everyone enjoyed
it as much as we did and we look toward to future events!

- Jameson Matsuda
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On December 22, 2012, Central Japanese-American Community Church
hosted its 2nd Annual Christmas Program in our new church building. This
year, the Women's Ministry also sponsored beautiful Christmas decorations
that made our church sparkle even more than usual. It's always a time of
busyness and many practices that culminate in a display of performances and
musical numbers, as well as a sermonette to celebrate the birth of our Lord
Jesus. We are blessed with a wonderful church body that is able to bring their
talents to the stage to share with the congregation for our special events. Our
staple performances include our church praise band, church hula team, ukulele
band, children's church performances, and the church choir. This year, we
even had a guest appearance from Santa Clause himself!

It's always a fun time to see various family and friends that are visiting the
Los Angeles area for their own family gatherings. The Christmas Program is
always a fun part of our Christmas season, but what everyone also looks
forward to is the grand potluck that follows it! Not a stomach left our campus
empty, I'm sure! As a church, we believe that food and fellowship are
invaluable components to being a happy and healthy family. All in all, it was a
great day filled with inspiring praise, good music, fun performances, cute kids,
great food, and renewed love and appreciation for the perfect gift of love that
our Father sent to us through his Son Jesus.

- Melissa Hokama
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On Sunday, January 13, Central Church held their
annual mochi-pounding festival in their church parking lot.
The plan was to have it from between 10:00 in the
morning to 2:00 in the afternoon, but to have so many
people participating and helping out from way before the
start time to way after the end time was incredible.

Mochi actually made by going through the pounding
process with the wooden mallets (‘kine” kee-ne) and
traditional stone mortar (“usu” 00-s00) is especially tasty,
and with all the side dishes to go along with them, from
the “nori” seaweed, sweet soy sauce, “zunda” beans, to
natto, “daikon oroshi” grated daikon, anko etc., eating the
different combinations was enjoyed by everyone! Our
Women’s Ministry also sold their homemade miso and
teriyaki sauce, so many were able to take home delicious
healthy foods. Thanks to everyone, we were able to raise
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close to $800 towards our Church Building Fund.

This year we missed Pastor Toru not being here for the
event, and while we worried for a second if there might
not be enough people to carry out the heavy, pounding-
intensive part of it, we were blessed to have plenty of
able-bodied people willing to take on the task. And it was
great to have not only Japanese guests but family and
friends from all over, spanning various nationalities to join
us as well. The bounce house was great as it also
served as an outlet for the kids to release their energy
once they filled up on yummy mochi! And thank you to
our church members for working hard - from prepping
early in morning to cleaning up late in the afternoon. It
was a great day!

- Naoe Matsuda
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Easter Service

Saturday, March 30 at 10:00am.

Come and be reminded of the price Jesus paid for our salvation and celebrate victory over sin and death!
Service will begin at 10am (no Sabbath School) with praise through music, singing, and dance, followed by
a message by Dennis Imai. A feast of a potluck will follow the service, so come hungry!

Easter Social: Egg Hunt, Games, Potluck and more!

Sunday, March 31 from 11:00am-2:30pm

If you would like to participate in the egg hunt, please bring a dozen eggs per child (boiled & colored or
plastic filled with treats) and a basket/bag to collect the eggs in. We ask that you also bring a potluck dish
that does not require heating.

A3 =%y FTEREMNTEFET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our wesbite at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11lam

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly
*Women’s Ministry Quarterly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.
CDEEDARY MERGEEZ e-A—LTEEY LTVET, CHED
AIFUTD7 FLAM B A1) vH5EF T news@centraljapanese.org.

Central Harmony 7


http://www.centraljapanese.org/

L0TT6 VO ‘euspesed
19911S B|lIA1SeT €TTC
yainyd Allunwwo) ueslldwy-asaueder [eiuad

BEAAISa=Fs—PREE

visit us at our website:

www.centraljapanese.orqg
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