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The Perfect Church

Not so many of you might feel that your current church is
ideal and perfect. Even people who diligently attend
church know that church is not a perfect place. Then
might we as well find weaknesses and correct them? So
that everybody will be happy and annoying persons will
shut their mouths?

Is this a good idea? It might not be quite true. Because
church members are all sinners, so the chances for the
church to correct all their faults and to be perfect are pretty
low.

While we Christians have to live with the world, we also
shouldn't be assimilated to it at the same time. Often this
causes disunity in church; some aggressively try to relate
to the world and some try not to. Remaining the light of
the world and the salt of the earth, can we build
missionizing yet holy and perfect church where we
wouldn't corrupt and compromise with the world?

Church and Sinners

When | sank into an overwhelming problem such as drug
addiction, home financial crisis, marital problems,
incurable disease etc., could | seek help from my church?
Living my own miserable life, could I still go there and
seek help?

Many of them might believe unless they solve their
personal problem up to a point, they shouldn't visit there.
If we have an impression that church is a holy and perfect
place where saved and saintly people congregate, then
we are led to believe that we have to solve our problems
somewhat or reveal God's favorable attitude when going
to church. However it's brutally impossible; it's all about
earning "Salvation by doing good deeds".

If you are a member of "perfect church”, you may wonder
"can an obviously imperfect person like me be there?”
Although you might be able to cover up your superficial
behavior, you can't do anything with your sinful distorted
soul. Can we admit "because of me, my church is
imperfect"?

At church which makes us feel that church must be
perfect and holy, those who regret their sins can't confess
and repent in front of God.

Pharisee's Prayer vs. Sinner's Prayer

Luke 18: 9-14 depicts a parable about the prayer of a
Pharisee and that of a tax collector. The tax collector
prayed "O God, be merciful to me, for | am a sinner".
Jesus didn't say that the tax collector neither had sins nor
was he perfect but said the tax collector "returned home
justified before God".

"To be justified" is more important than to seek to be
perfect. We are always sinners so the prayer to repent
and confess our sins is always a right thing to do. And

Pastor’s Message

God's promise "to return home justified" will never change.

As for the Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus said
"those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted." at the end of this
parable. What we sinners need is to humble ourselves
consistently and stay in humility. And that's always God's
role to exalt such people like us. The same thing applies
to church — a gathering of sinners.

Church consists of "imperfect" people who know what
sins, grace and forgiveness mean. In fact, church is for
sinners. So ideal impeccable is the church where
imperfect people experience love and forgiveness and
learn enormous things after all.

Reference: "The Perfect Church" No.1 of 2013
"Bokuyo(Raising-Sheep)"

Tadashi Yamaji
Senior Pastor
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Financial Peace University / 274+ > vl E—=X - 2=N\—LTF ¢

Learning to Handle God’s Money

From August 24th to October 19th, CJACC sponsored
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (FPU)
seminar, and boy, did we get schooled! Dave Ramsey,
a Christian financial counselor, motivational speaker,
and author created a once-a-week for 9 weeks seminar
that takes its students through the heavy yet fun-to-
learn process of learning how to manage one’s money.
Whether one is a teenager working part-time or a long
time retired centenarian, Dave’s FPU has something for
everyone! And not only has FPU worked for millions of
Americans, the best part about it is that the whole
process is deeply based in God’s Word.

Before any of our church members had even signed up
for the class, we already had 4 people who lived locally
sign up online to attend! We had heard that FPU could
be used as a tool to witness to the community and get
our name known, but we had no idea how wonderfully
easy and quick it would happen! In the end, we had 8
non-church members attend the class, and what a
blessing it was for our members to have the
opportunity to share our love that we're so famous for!
Isn’t God amazing?!

And what a beneficial seminar it is! The actual teaching
portion is DVD-based and students follow along in their
workbooks. Dave takes his students through 7 baby
steps that teach how to build an emergency fund, pay
off debt, save for retirement, a home and kid’s college
tuition, invest, and most importantly, GIVE! The last
lesson climaxes with a solemn theme: all the money we
have, it's all God’s anyway, no matter how one may
attempt to justify it otherwise. Dave reminds us the
importance of returning to God the portion He asks, and
that giving to those in need is merely a reflection of who
God is. God’s a giver because He gave us His son as
an atoning sacrifice. To give, and with a loving heart, is
emulating God. There is no better way to handle His
money. If you’d like to be notified of the next time
CJACC hosts FPU, please emaill
events@centraljapanese.org for information. It will
transform your life and is truly the key to financial
peace. Be blessed!

-Maki T. Vance
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Pumpkin Carving / #\

Pumpkin carving was fun. Everybody did great
and made crazy pumpkin carvings. The veggie
burger pumpkin was cool and had real veggie.
The veggie burger pumpkin was created by aunty
Carol and she cut the pumpkin in half and put real
lettuce and tomatoes inside. The pumpkin seeds
were on top of the pumpkin to make it look like a
sesame. It looked like a real giant burger.

The last entry was made by a group of Elissa,
Brianna, Irene, and Krissy. The pumpkin was
covered by the team so we couldn’t see it until the
time when we were voting. The pumpkin was
carved as uncle James and was the best. The
uncle James pumpkin won the contest.

Many people came and made pumpkins. Few
visitors came and it was cool to greet them. The
dinner was good. When we were done, we had
pumpkin pie and ice cream. | hope the pumpkin
did not rot.

I am thankful to uncle James and other social
committee members who did a good job setting
up the pumpkin. If you did not come | hope you
come next year.

-Leo Hsu
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Molasses Cookies /| €2 vtR * 2 vF—

Yield: About 4 dozen cookies

1 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup butter

1/2 cup molasses

1 large egg

2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons baking soda

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup water

1/4 cup granulated sugar (or sanding sugar)
Cooking spray

1. Combine brown sugar and butter in a large bowl; beat
with a mixer at medium speed until light and fluffy. Add
molasses and egg; beat well. Lightly spoon flour into dry
measuring cups; level with a knife. Combine flour and
next 5 ingredients (through salt), stiring with a wisk . Add
flour mixture to sugar mixture; beat at low speed just until
blended. Cover and freeze one hour.

2. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

3. Place water in a small bowl. Place granulated sugar
in another small bowl. Lightly coat hands with cooking
spray. Shape dough into one inch balls. Dip one side of
each ball in water, dip wet side in sugar. Place balls
sugar side up, one inch apart, on baking sheets coated
with cooking spray. Bake at 375 degrees for 8 minutes.
Remove from pans, cool on wire racks.

-By Geri Sofias
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christmas Social

Saturday, December 14 at 6:00pm

Vespers, Soup & Salad Bar, Chocolate Fondue, Games, and more! Please bring one wrapped gift per
participant ($10 value; new/gently used) for our White Elephant Gift Exchange. Please label the gift
accordingly (Adult/Child & Gender)

Christmas Program

Saturday, December 21 at 10:00am (There will be no Sabbath School)

Please join our church family as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ with special performances
by our Church Choir, Children’s Church, Hula Praise Team, and Ukulele Group. Please join us for a Potluck
Lunch immediately after the service.

Annual Mochitsuki (Mochi Pounding) Festival

Sunday, January 12 at 10:00am

This is a traditional Japanese rice pounding activity done for the New Year. We hope you will all be able to
join us. Please bring your friends and family!!

Keiro Nursing Home Visit
Saturday, February 8 from 3:00-3:45pm
Keiro Nursing Home, 2221 Lincoln Park Ave, LA 90031

A3 —2y FTEHENTEFEF! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our website at www.centraljapanese.org and click the “TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

: Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

: * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam
* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm
: *Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

: * Family Fun Night Monthly

: *Women’s Ministry Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
= updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.

D COBEDAANY MERGEEE e- A—LTHEY LTLET, THED
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljiapanese.org
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