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“Pastor, do you have a minute?” is
how one phonecall began that lead to
a meeting with an individual at the

“True Stories of CJACC”

church office. This caller had
requested a meeting though with the
actual intention of helping another
person out, and me being the pastor,
my assistance was sought out.

Though | can't share specific
details, it was actually a request to
help out a fellow believer's family, at
any cost. In the end, this individual
and their family was actually saved
from an otherwise bad situation.
Nothing but words of amazement at
being helped came pouring back from
this person whose family was helped
immensely.

Another time, | heard from a lady at
church, “Pastor, | feel compelled to
make a visit to such and such a
person, but would you accompany me
on this visit? So with this purpose in
mind, | set out to visit this residence
and came to find out that they truly
were encountering a complex
problem. Assisting them by
connecting them with professional
help, they were on the road to
resolution of their situation.

Again, on another occasion, while
driving, a phonecall came in. |
continued the conversation on my
hands free device. There was
urgency behind the voice. “What is
it? Is everything ok?” The caller
finally calmed down and shared. A
friend of this person was thought to
be committing a grave sin, and
though the caller wanted to point it
out, in love, some courage was
necessary and wanted strength from

God, and would Pastor do an
intercessory prayer right now?” |
immediately said “ok,” and, while

holding the wheel, still driving (eyes
open), prayed into the phone receiver
(as this is not really safe, please don’t
do this yourself. For moments like
these, let’'s pull over and stop the car
before praying).

This was another occurrence. After
a Sabbath service, “Pastor, chotto,
chotto! (over here!)” came the urging
from an older church member who
took my hand and led me to a room
where no one else was nearby.

Central Harmony 2


mailto:obara@centraljapanese.org

IGEIL—XOBRVE

“Pastor, this,” and handed me ten $10
bills. “Sorry, but could you not give
out my name, but give this to “so and
so.” It seems, this person is going
through some difficulty right now.
Every month, | put away some
money, to give to someone in need,
and this is what little | have saved.”

“Ok!” | replied and immediately
delivered the money to the recipient.
The recipient’s eyes welled with tears,
full of joy. Though this person’s
‘difficulty’ was not necessarily
something that could have been
entirely solved with $100, the
gratitude for the selfless heart behind
this loving act was obvious. | found
myself so moved that | too shed
tears.

The above-mentioned examples
are but a small portion of these ‘true
stories’ of CJACC. There are still
many, many episodes that would
touch your heart to hear of them. The
one who creates the next episode is
you. So let us continue storing up our
treasures and riches in heaven. Let
us continue loving one another. Let
us be compassionate to those around
us just as Jesus has been merciful on
us.

Some words from Ellen G. White,
“No matter how high the profession,
he whose heart is not filled with love
for God and his fellow men is not a
true disciple of Christ. Thought he
should possess great faith and have
power even to work miracles, yet
without love his faith would be
worthless. He might display great
liberality; but should he, from some
other motive than genuine love,
bestow all his goods to feed the poor,
the act would not commend him to
the favor of God. In his zeal he might
even meet a martyr’s death, yet if not
actuated by love, he would be
regarded by God as a deluded
enthusiast or an ambitious hypocrite.”
(E.G. White, AA 318)

Nozomu Obara
Senior Pastor
obara@centraljapanese.org

[ Memories of Mrs. Ruth Hiroshima
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Mrs. Hiroshima was part of the history of the Central Japanese American
Community Church being a charter member of the first Japanese Adventist
church in Los Angeles which was founded soon after the ending of World War II.
She was an involved member and participated in Dorcas (fujinkai). She was also
kept busy trying to keep her five energetic children (Lynn, Phillip, Mark, Stephen
and Andrew) out of trouble. Despite having to keep track of her adventurous
children, she never looked stressed and always had a smile on her face.

Mrs. Hiroshima moved to Sacramento in 1975 where she still remained active
in her church, serving for many years as their Treasurer. In 2008, she moved to
LA to live with her daughter, Lynn. But she kept busy crocheting, cooking,
making jam and her special Japanese pickles (tsukemono), and watching her
favorite TV Western programs. When her eyesight worsened, she enjoyed
listening to her audio Bible.

When her health began to fail during the past year, her sons took turns
coming to LA to help Lynn care for her. She enjoyed having her family around
her, telling funny stories and enjoyed growing closer as a family. She never
complained about her situation, and would even laugh about it.

Ruth peacefully passed away on the afternoon of August 20, 2012 with her
family near. We all loved her and look forward to the day when we will all be
reunited with our loved ones and our Lord. -- Patty Hokama
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Thank you, Pastor Toru!

The first time | met Pastor Toru Nakamura was back
when he was pastoring at the church in Mountain View,
so it has been many years. It all started when | listened to
tapes (on cassettes) of his messages he gave during a
Prayer Week at Saniku middle school. And after hearing
that the pastor who gave these interesting sermons was
in Northern California, | had always wanted to actually
meet him in person.

All formal introductions aside, | truly feel as though my
relationship with God was in large part due to seeing the
faith Pastor Toru himself had. It was spiritually
encouraging to me. I've grown to truly hold precious the
things | learn as | read the Bible. During times when |
may have been simply ‘going through the motions’ as it
related to attending church and doing Bible study, I've
come to realize that Jesus is not trying to make learning
about Him complicated or difficult, and it was especially
through Pastor Nakamura’s sermons on His teachings
that has convinced the deepest part of me of Christ and
His love for me. It is also undeniable, as a church, to see
the great strength/unity he brought to us through his
service in praise sessions, Bible studies, and other
activities as well (the Mochitsukis come to mind).

And though it pained me to remember also the difficult
times he had while pastoring here in Los Angeles, yet
having gone through even such trying times, | still think
fondly of the many things he has allowed me to be a
participant in and | am grateful for those times, though
distant memories now.

Pastor Nakamura, for your many years you’ve given in
service and ministry while in America, and then for taking
the time to care for someone such as myself, | thank you
from my heart.

| wonder if you may have paused to take a moment and
seriously consider the next step you were about to take in
moving back to Japan, after witnessing us as a church
come through this far, to now leave this Central Church
that you as well as all of the leaders and members have
faithfully supported. But in you submitting to God’s plan
for you, and in this first step into this new and big
direction, I'd like to pray for your continued success from
here on.

-- Jerry Kono
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Big Bear Retreat
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Crisp air, sunny days, and cold nights are some of
the things | look forward to every year on our Big Bear
Retreat! It's always nice to get away and be refreshed
by the Lord for a few days at a time! This year we had
the opportunity to take a closer look at what it means to
"Love the Lord Your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength." There are often basic Christian principles
that we take for granted and rarely dive into to grasp
more fully. God calls us to be challenged and to grow
in our relationship with Him. What a privilege it is to
walk with the rest of our church family and be drawn
into a deeper understanding of our Savior. The Big
Bear retreat is a time that is set aside to be “away” but
to be purposeful in enjoying the company of our
CJACC family and more importantly fellowship with
God. | hope all of you will join us next year in Big Bear!

-- Melissa Hokama
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Annual Mochitsuki (Mochi Pounding) Festival

Sunday, January 13 at 10:00am

This is a traditional Japanese rice pounding activity done for the New Year. We hope you will all be able to
join us. Please bring your friends and family!!

A3 =3y FTEHEMNTEFET! ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!

Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card.
Please visit our wesbite at www.centraljapanese.org and click the

“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

- * Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam

- * Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11lam-12pm

: * Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
: * Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

: * Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

= * Family Fun Night Monthly

- *Women’s Ministry Quarterly

= * JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

= * Qil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
: updates, please contact Melissa at news@centraljapanese.org.
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D AIFLUTOT7 FLAD L A1) vH4EE T news@centraliapanese.ora.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org
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