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“The Lord Answers
to Our Prayers”

A certain missionary, upon
returning to his home church in North
America, shared this story about his
experience. He had this to testify:

“l work at a small clinic in Africa,
and every two weeks when | need to
buy medicine or sundries, | ride my
bicycle through the jungle to the
nearest neighboring town, which
takes me two days to get there.
Naturally, I'm forced to camp in the
jungle during my trips there.”

He continued, “On one occasion |
rode into town, stopped at the bank to
withdraw some money, bought all my
necessities, and proceeded to make
the 2-day trek back to the hospital.
However, | noticed a man who had
been brutally injured in a fight, so |
tended to his wounds and then
shared the good news of our Lord
Jesus  with  him.  Immediately
afterwards, | started on my 2-day
journey through the jungle and arrived
safely at the hospital where | worked.”

“Two weeks later, like | always did,
| headed out to make the same trek to
into town. When | arrived, | met the
fellow whose wounds | had tended.
The man revealed to me, ‘When you
were here in this town two weeks
ago, | knew you had medicine and
money on you when you left this
town, so | and some other men tailed
you out of this town into the jungle,
with plans to kill you and steal your
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money and medicine during the night
while you camped in the jungle.
However, when we reached your
campsite, there were some really
strong-looking, armed men standing
guard around you — we counted
twenty-six of them!”

| started to laugh at his story.
“Whenever | camp in the jungle, I'm
always alone,” | confessed to the
would-be thief. “But the man wouldn’t
let up on his story. ‘No way! he
exclaimed. ‘I wasn’t the only one who
withessed your entourage of guards.
All of us saw them. And all of us
counted how many men were with
you. We were so scared that we all
ran away!”

At this point in the missionary’s
testimony, one member of the
audience jumped up out of his seat
and interrupted him. The man wanted
to know the exact day and hour when
this took place. When the missionary
revealed the day and time of the
event, the man in the audience had
this to say: “When all this happened
to you in Africa at night, it was the
morning here, when | was preparing
to go golfing. | was making my way
around the course, and while | was

JHOP

putting, | immediately felt a strange
need to have to pray for you. The Lord
urged me so strongly to pray for you
that morning, that | stopped my game,
phoned some church friends and
asked them to immediately meet me at
church so we could all pray for you.
Would all the people who met me at
church on that day to pray for this
missionary, stand?” When the people
who prayed for the missionary were
asked to stand, the missionary
immediately counted the number of
people who stood — 26!!!

This story is a testament to how the
Spirit of the Lord works in many
strange and surprising ways. If God
strongly impresses something upon
you, | encourage you to obey Him,
right there on the spot. This story is
perhaps one of the best examples of
how the passage in Philippians 4:13 is
exemplified: “I can do all this through
Him who gives me strength.” By no
means will one lose anything from
praying. The only things that can
receive damage through prayer are
the gates of hell. If one prays in faith,
the Lord will always answer. There are
those that believe that the Lord’s
miracles were for a time that once

The ambiance is set by a string of white Christmas lights

Pastor’s Message

was, and that there is no room for
those miracles today - 1 firmly
disagree with this thinking. The Lord is
able to work in strange and
astonishing ways, today!

We all sometimes have to travel a
very painful and difficult road. We can’t
do it alone with our own strength and
often feel like our circumstances will
crush us alive. It is in those times,
especially, that the Lord is present,
right by your side. Someone is being
strongly prompted to pray for you.
When you feel like you're all alone, |
earnestly believe the Lord urges
someone, somewhere to  pray
specifically for you. Furthermore, |
hope our church will be one that can
send missionaries in prayers of faith
out into the world. In doing so, there
will be many more opportunities for
people to experience the amazing
miracles of our Lord.

The Lord is faithful to answer our
prayers.

Pastor Toru
Associate Pastor
toru@centraljapanese.org

that lines the floor, bringing the only light in the room. The
mood is quiet and casual, but the message is strong.
JHOP stands for Japanese House of Praise. It's a night
when we gather to experience the presence of the Holy
Spirit through praise, prayer, testimonies, reflection, and a
short message. It's so often that we go through life, repeat
different routines, and forget to hear and appreciate the
voice of God, and the presence of the Holy Spirit. The
purpose of JHOP is to change the atmosphere, slow down
the pace of daily life, and seek the presence of the Lord.
God promises that when we seek Him, we will find Him
(Jeremiah 29:13), but it seems we are usually looking for
other things in life, and rarely have opportunities to sit and
truly seek God’s presence. Sometimes even the Sabbath
can be full of responsibilities, preparation for the service, or
potluck, fellowship etc., not that these are bad things, but
even this sacred day can come and go without the
realization that God had something to say. The experience
of JHOP has taught me how to be still before the Lord and
concentrate on that love relationship that is meant to be
nurtured and enjoyed.
Melissa Hokama

JHOP
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“A Change of Heart”

My son Takahiro and | regard April 28" 2012 as a
very important day in our lives. Words cannot express
the joy one feels when getting baptized! Christianity had
never before entered my mind and studying the Bible
wouldn’t have even appeared in my wildest dreams.

What originally brought me to CJACC was the fact that
my son Takahiro was enrolled at San Gabriel Academy.
At the time, the two things that attracted me to church
were: | could make friends and that my son’s tuition
would be discounted if | became a member. Although |
had been living in Japan for 13 years, the Saturdays I'm
able to spend at church are the most fun and fulfilling
days I'm able to spend here in the States. As | began
attending church and started getting used to it, | began
to enjoy it, and in me arose a curiosity for the existence
of Jesus Christ. Through the gentle guidance of Pastors
Obara and Nakamura, | also began to gradually develop
an interest in the Bible.

Through a series of events, one day | closed my eyes
in a desperate prayer pleading, “Jesus, if you really exist,
please help me!” And through my fervent prayer, Jesus
came to my rescue. These kinds of miraculous events
can only be fully understood if one experiences them for
oneself. So because of what happened on February 19",
2012, both my heart and body accepted the Bible as
truth.

That day | was suffering from a severe cold, so bad
that | couldn’t even move about in the house. On top of
my body being so weak and living in a foreign country,
not knowing anyone who could take care of my two
children made me feel so helpless. | felt the only option |
had left was to pray to God, so | did with all my might
from my bed, and lo and behold, God completely healed
me by the next morning. From that day, | can say that
both my heart and my body began to accept the Bible.
Once | finally understood that the Bible is a book that is
not only read with your head, but also with your heart, |
started to take any amount of time | had, even a few
minutes a day, to read the Bible. Through these
experiences, along with attending CJACC, meeting its
two pastors and receiving their kind and loving support, |
became baptized. 'm so grateful from the bottom of my
heart to have met everyone and look forward to
spending more time with my new church family.

Hashen
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Spiritual Gifts Seminar

July was a very busy, but uplifting month for our CJACC
members because every Sabbath for four weeks straight
we held classes for our Spiritual Gifts seminar, entitled:
Spiritual Gifts 101 — Discovery. Our pastors and elders
worked very hard to develop the curriculum, based
primarily upon The Network Process, authored by Bruce
Bugbee and Bill Hybels.

Senior Pastor Obara taught the Japanese-speaking
members while Maki Vance led the classes for the
English-speakers. With the material divided up between
four classes, the first class explained the background
behind the Spiritual Gifts and why they were so important.
Participants also received Spiritual Gift Inventory “tests”
that would later serve as a guide to discovering their
grace gifts. Classes two and three explained into detalil
what each of the 19 gifts are, and the participants then
rated their level of desire for each of these gifts. The final
class was devoted to tallying each person’s scores and
together with their personal desire for each gift, everyone
took time to share their results with one another.

The general impression of the classes was positive
overall, and many expressed the desire to attend a
Spiritual Gifts 102 class in the future. The Holy Spirit truly
blessed the seminar and led many participants to a new
discovery about their lives and how they can use their
gifts to bring God glory and edify the church. Please pray
for those who have attended so that this new spark in
their lives can be fanned into a burning flame of passion
to grow and do God’s will. Stay tuned for a 102 class
coming soon!

Central Harmony 5



Keiro Nursing Home Visit = 8 — LAHEEE

ML

y
t

“Jesus’ love is bubbling over, hallelujah!” were the melodic words that brought energy and excitement into Keiro
Nursing Home on June 9. The kids had practiced songs for several weeks and decorated beautiful fans in children’s
church to give to Keiro Nursing Home residents. It was great to see so many in the audience singing and clapping
along with smiles on their faces. After they finished singing, they gave each grandma and grandpa the uchiwa (paper
fans) that they had made. Other church members then joined the kids in going around the room to visit with each
person. The lijimas and Mrs. Miyagi were so thrilled to see familiar faces Their faces lit up as each church member
visited with them. For me, one of the most memorable moments of that day was between a woman and Mika Lamn.
This lady asked if she could say hi to the jumpy little girl in the pink dress and Mika had a long conversation with her.
After she finished talking to her about everything, she gave the woman a hug and ran to the other kids. The lady
grabbed my hand and said “Thank you so much. She reminds me of my daughters. They come to visit me often and
say ‘mom, | love you.” As she was told me this, she had tears in her eyes. These kids showed God’s love in simple
ways yet touched so many lives. The joy these young children brought to each of the men and women in Keiro Nursing
Home was not only a blessing to them, it was also a blessing to me.

Elissa Imai
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keiro no Hi Luncheon

Sunday, September 16 at 12:00pm

This event is held in honor of our elderly members, and is put together by the Women's Ministry group. This event is free
for 70 years and older, and donations will be accepted for all other guests. Lunch and entertainment will be provided.

JHOP

Saturday, September 29 at 6:00pm

Japanese House of Praise is a spiritually uplifting evening where young and old come together to give praise and worship
to God. Conducted in English with both English and Japanese worship songs.

Oil Change Ministry

Sunday, October 7 at 11:00am

This ministry is geared toward the Japanese community (advertised in Japanese) to provide a practical service and food
as well as introduce Christian fellowship. We will need people to help make the food in the morning and help with some of
the car maintenance, but mostly we need people to fellowship with our guests - English and/or Japanese speakers
wanted! If you are available to help with this ministry, please contact Maki T. Vance at events@centraljapanese.org.

Keiro Nursing Home Visit

Sunday, October 13 at 3:00pm

As is Japanese tradition, we love to pay our respects to the elderly by singing, playing, and just plain ol’ sharing the love
of Jesus with them.

Annual Big Bear Retreat
Friday, November 2 - Sunday, November 4
This is a great chance to take a quick escape and enjoy spiritual fellowship in the mountains.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11lam-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly
*Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@-centraljapanese.org.
CDBEDARNY MERIGEEF e-A—ILTHEY LTWVWET, THFED
AIFLUTOT7 FLAMB A Y Y5 EE T news@centraliapanese.ora.

A28 —2y FTHENTEET!

ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa,
Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our wesbite at

www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.orq
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