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“Are We Really Okay?”

This is a story of an exchange
between Satan and three of his
minions. They were discussing how
to keep humans out of Heaven.

The first demon stated with
conviction, “I'm gonna tell those
stupid humans that there is no God!”
Satan rebuked him saying, “There’s
no way that's gonna flyl There’s
evidence in nature, and with their
belief in the Bible and prophecy
through which lives are drastically
transformed, there’s no denying the
existence of God. Leave my sight and
go think of something better!”

The second demon approached
saying, “Lord Satan, how’s this: Ill
explain to the humans that there is no
such thing as truth.”

Satan replied, “There’s some merit
to that, however, humans understand

things like science, religion, and
morality. Go think of something
better!”

The third demon stepped forward
saying, “Your Excellency, how about
this one: I'll ask those busy humans
what the rush is? There’s plenty of
time before the Jesus returns. Take
your time in preparing for his return.”

Satan remarked with approval,
“Very good. Go! Tell all the humans
that there’s plenty of time! There’s no
rush! Postpone the growth of your
faith. Wait until you’ve had some time
to calm down and relax before you
confess your sins. An intimate
relationship with God is nothing that
needs to be done today, or even
tomorrow for that matter!
HAHAHAHA!M!

This is a fictional story, but the
lesson to gleaned is presented
precisely.

Have you ever experienced evil
spirits whisper such things into your
ear? “You're okay. You've got plenty
of time!” | have.

Have you ever felt God urging you to
start something in your life? Then do
it. Are you clinging to a past
experience where you felt God? Seek
the living God, today! Is your heart
plagued by jealousy, pride, regret,

hostility, hatred, or other sins?
Abandon those things. Is there
someone you know that irritates you?
Don’t concentrate on the things that
annoy you, but focus only on the good
of that person. Do you tightly cling to
the things of this world? Loosen your
grasp and let them go. Do you ever
want to boast about your successes
or flaunt your achievements? Hold
those things in.

The Lord seeks people that know
and love God deeply and want to
spread His love. That's the kind of
person that is needed during this final
time on Earth. Do you want to
become that person? The only way to
anxiously await Christ's return is to
cling tightly to Him.

The prayer | want to lift to God is
this: “Oh Lord, | want to know you
more. There is nothing more
important in my life than to know you
intimately. If there is anything lurking
in my heart that prevents me from
knowing you, please show it to me.
Then | will abandon those things.
Please help me. Please transform my
heart. Please make my character one
with Christ. Please rid my heart of any
thoughts and actions that are not of
You.

Let's, now, rededicate our lives to
Christ. Bow before God and request
His forgiveness. Pray that His love will
fill our hearts.

Jesus said, “Again, truly | tell you
that if two of you on earth agree about
anything they ask for, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 18:19)

Sister White adds the following
words: “Why do not two or three meet
together and plead with God for the
salvation of some special one, and
then for still another?” (7T, 21.3)

In 1903, in a letter addressed to the
Farnsworth couple, Sister White
emphasized the power of prayer
where two or three people of God will
pray together and God’s awesome
power is demonstrated. (9MR
303.2,3)

This week, | urge you to gather in

Pastor’s Message

groups of 2 or 3 to pray. Make time
with a prayer partner to create a
prayer circle — a prayer bond with
them. If you don’t have a prayer
partner, this week, fervently pray to
God that He will provide you with
one. We live in a time with
conveniences like phones, Skype,
and the internet at our disposal to
use to pray with others. If you live
close to someone, create a time and
place to meet face-to-face. Start a
time of “Conversational Prayer” with
your partner.

“Conversational Prayer” is where
two people, in short, easy sentences,
pray together. One person will begin
to pray about a certain topic, then
allow the other to respond in a short-
sentence prayer about said topic,
agreeing, pleading, offering thanks,
and/or praising God. Conversational
Prayer is where one person will pray
about something over and over again
in short sentences. That person will
continue to pray while the other
person will encourage and support
the prayer. In doing so, where 2 or 3
have gathered to pray, God will
reveal His power and not only hear
your prayers, but answer them! God
will use an archangel to deliver His
answer to your prayers. If you have a
prayer journal, write the name of your
prayer partner in it. Make time to pray
with each other once-a-week.
Experience the power of God!

Nozomu Obara
Senior Pastor
obara@centraljapanese.org
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Baptism /N TFTFR <

Alyssa Yuina Meza

Being baptized is very important to me because God has helped me through my troubles in life. And | want to show
my thanks by choosing God and following Him. Sometimes | made really bad choices in my life and | prayed to God
to ask Him what to do and he would answer sometimes by showing me or just teaching me the hard way. | chose to
be Christian because | feel that God is the reason for our life and that without Him, we would be hopeless.
Christianity to me is very strict but also very caring and it helps show me what life means. So | want to be Christian to
help people and learn more about God. | love Jesus because Jesus helped go through my life’s troubles and people
who made me sad and mad. He died for us and our sins and helps us live a new life. So once | get baptized | am
going to follow the will of God more and help people even more learn about God.
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| wanted to be baptized because | wanted to be closer to God. Being closer to God means | have his Trust when |
needed Him the most and his Love when my family and friends are not around. God gave me strength and courage
to stand up to my beliefs and to be a brave person when I'm lost. | remember a time when my family was stuck in a
heavy snow storm for many hours and no one was able to help us because they were also going through this difficult
moment. My parents called AAA but they were too busy and the roads were blocked due to thick snow covering the
streets. | was tired and sleepy in the back seat of my Dad’s car. | remember the night was dark and windy outside of
our car. | sadly thought to myself that | couldn’t return home. Also our snow chains were broken and | felt helpless in
this dark and cold winter night. The only thing | could think of doing was to bow my head and pray to God and asked
for His help. In the end, God helped my Dad to find one side of the snow chain to lock back onto our car and we
were able to move slowly while many cars still trapped behind us. Thank you God for answering my prayer and for
guiding us to a safer place in the end. But also to help the many people behind us stay safe from danger. At the end,
| remember a memory verse from Psalm 56:3 that said “When I'm afraid, | will trust you.” This memory verse
reminded me a lot of what | had been through with my parents at the snow storm or when | turned what | thought was
a bad person into a good friend at school but most importantly, when | have doubt about myself, | trust God will
somehow shows me the right way to come out of my fear. For these reasons, | wanted to be baptized so that | could
connect to God and to be closer to our heavenly Father.
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Lisa Obara

| want to get baptized because | love God, and | think that it's important to be baptized. | want to teach people how
| love God, and to let them know that it is very important to know about God. Also | want everyone to be a Christian
so that we can go to Heaven earlier. And | want to get baptized to start a new life. | think it's very important to get
baptized so that you can start a new important life, even if | make any mistakes God forgives me all the time. | want
to have a kind of life that | will be nice and kind, because | would not like a life where | will be alone. | really want to
get baptized so that | can be a really good Christian. | also want to be a missionary when | grow up. And help a lot of
people so they will wonder and ask me why | am so nice and | will tell them about God and everyone will ask me why
and | will tell them and everyone will start to love God and we get to go to Heaven earlier that's why | want to be a
missionary.
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Oil Change Ministry

March 11™ marked the 6™ Oil Change Ministry event that
CJACC has sponsored since its inception in 2010. After a
one-year hiatus due to the move to our newly acquired
campus and “settling-in”, the Oil Change Ministry team
was back again in full force, ready to change the oil of the
single mothers, poor students, and other citizens of our
local Japanese community.

As in past events, there were many volunteers and
willing hands, ready to help. Godsends like Auntie Patty
and Grace Matsuda stepped up to cook for our guests and
volunteers, freeing up Senior Pastor Obara from the
yakisoba grill, allowing him to minister to our guests.
Mechanic volunteers numbered about 6, and there was
plenty to do for everyone — from checking tires to changing
oil.

In the end, we serviced 9 vehicles and it was, by far,
another successful event. And how does CJACC measure
success? Not in numbers of attendees, but in the number
of opportunities we take to share the love of Jesus Christ
to others — and we nailed it!

If you're interested in serving in this ministry, please
email events@centraljapanese.org. See you in June!
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Easter Service-4f —RX 42—

April 7th marked CJACC's Easter Sabbath Service, and
it was by far one of the best Easter Services we've ever
had! Many commented on how fun and uplifting the
program was. Our entire church was in fervent prayer for
the event, as evidenced by the Holy Spirit, who was hard
at work throughout each stage of the program. Praise
God!

There were three special performances representing
each age group: The Children’s Ministries sang all the
verses known to man of My God Loves Me, full of hand
motions and smiles. Our very own ukulele group
performed a medley of Christ the Lord is Risen Today
and Glory, Hallelujah, the latter of which was a sight that,
never in my wildest dreams, would | have thought | would
withess — Battle Hymn of the Republic on ukuleles.
<visualize the Union Army marching to this song on
ukuleles> The third performance was a touching hula
dance by our very own Hula Praise team, who danced to
Amazing Love.

Perhaps the most heartfelt part of the service was the
baptism of Toshiko Miyake, who was first introduced to
CJACC through our very own Oil Change Ministry. She
shared a heartbreaking and emotional testimony of her
life and how she came to know Jesus, and there wasn’t a
dry eye in the audience. Pastor Toru Nakamura baptized
her and gave a powerful, Spirit-filled sermon that linked
Toshiko-san’s baptism to Jesus’s death on the cross and
His glorious resurrection.

| always thought that itd be impossible to outdo
CJACC’s already exceptional potlucks, but Easter
Sabbath proved that one can perfect perfection. There
was exponentially so much delicious food that it was
virtually spilling off the potluck tables! It's like Jesus
Christ Himself came to multiply the dishes of delightful
goodness, because there were so much leftovers that we
had to prepare to-go boxes!

If you haven’t been to CJACC in a while, we urge you
to visit. Food. Family. Jesus. What more could one want?
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On March 3rd, the Women’s Ministry group held a
vegetarian  cooking demonstration  where  Mrs.
Kusayanagi and Sister Carol taught us how to make three
different delectable dishes!

The first dish was Carol's Mochi Tricolore. It just
happened to be Girl's Day, and the pretty three-layered
mochi — each layer a soft pink, off-white, and light green —
reminded us of hishimochi. It was not only beautiful to
look at, but great tasting as well due to the light and fresh
coconut flavor.

The next two dishes were datemaki (rolled, sweetened
egg) and okara balls. 20 women divided into 4 groups
and prepared these 2 dishes under the careful guidance
of Mrs. Kusayanagi.

The datemaki was made of many eggs, and Mrs.
Kusayanagi, looking to achieve maximum girth, utilized a
makisu imported from Japan! When it was all said and
done, we had achieved a respectable 6 cm of girth, and it
was huge! Just like the real thing!

As for the balls of okara, they were made of seaweed,
carrots and onions, mixed with, you got it — okara! These
meatless balls taste great in your mouth and are good for
you, too. We had used oatmeal to hold the balls together,
but when it came time to fry them, many of the ladies had
a hard time holding the balls together, and ending up with
a few accidents. The group of ladies who managed to
keep their balls together used warm water with the
oatmeal and mixed it thoroughly.

After the cooking finished, we all got to participate in
the best part — the tasting! The 4 groups of ladies
displayed their goods on the table and we all had a great
time tasting and critiquing each other. There were all
kinds of shapes and sizes, but they all tasted great!

This time around we had people who made Japanese
food for the first time — who were introduced to traditional
food like hijiki and okara. It was a really worthwhile
vegetarian cooking class!

To our guest chefs Mrs. Kusayanagi and Carol
Matsuda, and to Yoko Lamn for planning this event — we
give a warm and cheerful “THANK YOU!”
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Tricolore Mochi Recipe - =@&gfL o F

Tricolore Mochi

Ingredients
1 (11b) box Mochiko
1 tsp vanilla
2 Cups Sugar
2 Cups water
1 tsp baking powder
Green and Red food coloring
1 (12-14 0z) can coconut milk
Potato starch or Cornstarch

Directions

1.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 9 X 13
pan with a non stick cooking spray.

In bowl mix together mochiko, sugar and baking
powder.

In another bowl mix coconut milk, vanilla and
water.

Add 3to 2 and mix well. Divide batter into 3 equal
amounts (2 cups each).

Layer 1: 2 Cups batter mixed with green food
coloring. Pour into pan. Cover tightly with foil
and bake for 15 minutes.

Layer 2: 2 Cups batter (no color). Pour onto first
layer. Cover with foil and bake for 20 minutes.

Layer 3: 2 Cups batter mixed with red food
coloring. Pour over second layer. Cover with foll
and bake for 30 minutes.

Cool completely overnight and cut mochi into
desired size. Roll in cornstarch or potato starch.
Use a plastic knife for easy cutting of mochi.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hospital Visit Seminar by White Memorial Medical Center chaplains

Saturday, June 2 at 2:00pm

Come to learn what to say, what to bring, and how to make the visit comfortable for the patient, workers and you.
Everyone is invited. For more information, please contact Dennis Imai dimai@sccsda.org.

Oil Change Ministry

Sunday, June 24 at 11:00am

The 7th Oil Change Ministry event for single mothers and college students will take place on June 24th. This ministry is
geared toward the Japanese community (advertised in Japanese) to provide a practical service and food as well as
introduce Christian fellowship. We will need people to help make the food in the morning and help with some of the car
maintenance, but mostly we need people to fellowship with our guests - English and/or Japanese speakers wanted! If you
are available to help with this ministry, please contact Maki T. Vance at events@centraljapanese.org.

Spiritual Gifts Class

Saturday, July 7, 14, 21 from 3:00-5:00pm

Have you ever wondered what God wants in your life? Perhaps you want to serve, but don't know how. Don't fret,
because CJACC is hosting a new series on discovering your Spiritual Gifts! Please join us for all three weekly sessions.
Discover the gift you may not have even known you have! And bring God the glory! For more information, please contact
us at news@centraljapanese.org.

Church Campout

Friday, August 3 — Sunday, August 5

Castaic Lake — 32132 Castaic Lake Drive, Castaic, CA 91384

For more information, please contact Maki Vance at events@centraljapanese.org.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11lam-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly
*Women'’s Ministry Quarterly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@-centraljapanese.org.
COBEDARNY MERGEEZFZ e-A—ILTHEEY LTWET, CHED
AIFLUTOT7 FLAMB A Y v H5EE T news@centraliapanese.ora.

A28 —2y FTHENTEET!

ONLINE GIVING IS AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa,
Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our wesbite at

www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org
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