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“Never, never, never, never,
ever give up!”
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“The Olive Branch”

Out of all the stories in the Old
Testament, one of the most famous
is the story of The Flood. Every time
| read the story of The Flood, I'm
filled with admiration for Noah'’s
unbelievably strong faith.

Up until that time, rain had never
fallen upon the earth — not even
once. When Noah heard God tell
him that so much rain was going to
fall that a great flood would result
and that he should build an ark to
escape disaster, Noah started to
build a ship on top of a mountain.
People thought he was a lunatic.
Despite being an object of ridicule
for the world, he continued to
believe in and abide by God’s
words. This faith is, most certainly,
beyond human comprehension.

There’s another part of this story,
however, that moves me even
deeper — that is, what is rightfully
called Noah’s loneliness. Noah's
proclamation to the world was that a
flood was coming and that in order
to escape destruction, they had to
board the ark; and not one person
outside his immediate family took
heed. If you likened this to
evangelism or even missionary
work, the outcome would be
considered a miserable and utter
failure.

Thus, at Noah’s ripe old age of
600, the Flood came, and every
living creature besides Noah’s
family and the animals in the ark
were wiped from existence. After
that for the next few months, the
world was completely covered in
water. During what must've felt like
eternity, all Noah could see, day
after day, was water. From one end
of the horizon to the other, there
was nothing but water. Nothing —
the rich greens of rolling hills,
varicolored flowers, and even the
sand of the desert — could be seen
for miles. Water, Water, WATER!

Could there be anything lonelier?
Noah was thrown into a world

where, besides what was in the ark,
life simply ceased to exist. It's said
that sailors often use an expression
that means “the underside of this
plank awaits hell”, and nobody has
ever known a truer meaning of this
expression than Noah. Solitude,
desolation, despair, grief... a world
made up of only water was all Noah
could see. The story of the ark is
indeed a story of shockingly deep
loneliness.

And that's where we often
discover ourselves — a familiar face
in similar situations: You, frantically
doing your best in something only to
never receive any appreciation.
You, making one of the biggest
mistakes of your life, left standing
lifeless and pathetic. You, losing a
loved one and having to hang your
head before their grave, beat down
by sorrow. You, betrayed by a
friend, realizing your lips are
bleeding from biting them so hard in
anger and desperation. Didn’t the
Lord Jesus say, “In this world <we>
will have trouble?” (John 16:33)

We’re standing there in shock with
Noah in the ark. In short, we've
surveyed our environment and all
we see is the same as Noah -
water, Water, WATER! Joy. Hope.
Strength. It's all ceased to exist.

However, in the midst of Noah'’s
loneliness and despair, just when he
thought he could go no further, the
Lord gave him hope. The Bible
reveals this to us. “® <Noah> waited
seven more days and again sent out
the dove from the ark. ** When the
dove returned to him in the evening,
there in its beak was a freshly
plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew
that the water had receded from the
earth.” (Genesis 8:10-11)

Noah, drifting aimlessly for many
months and with nothing but water
all around him, finally had a dove
bring him an olive branch! He knew
everything had died out and the

Pastor’s Message

world was concealed in water, but a
fresh breath of life was given to
him! How significant this olive
branch must have been — a symbol
of immense hope and joy.

It's true that the Lord Jesus warns
us, “In this world <we> will have
trouble,” but we mustn’t forget that
the Lord finishes that verse with,
“‘But take heart! | have overcome
the world.”

The dove is a symbol of peace,
while the Bible uses the Holy Spirit
as a symbol of peace as well. The
Lord Himself has brought the hope
of an olive branch to the hopeless.

In the past, | had to deal with my
sick spirit. When | had lost all hope
and thought | could never be a
pastor again, all | could dream
about was death. One day |
reluctantly attended a world
conference for pastors, only
because | had been invited. It was
at that conference where the
speaker, with tears in his eyes,
addressing all the pastors of the
world who had lost hope; no -
addressing me, personally, shouted
in a loud voice, “Never, never,
never, never, ever give up!”

Indeed, the Lord presented me
with an olive branch, manifested in
those words. | believe the reason
I'm still a pastor today, but more
truthfully, the reason I'm still alive
today, is because the Lord used
those speaker’s words to reach me.
There is hope. It's none other than
the Lord who brought me the olive
branch of hope when | was in the
pit of despair, and He can bring it to
you, too. Perhaps you'd like to
come to our church?

Pastor Toru
Associate Pastor
toru@centraljapanese.org
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2011 Big Bear Retreat

November 4th to the 6th marked CJACC’s annual Fall
Retreat in Big Bear, where nothing but good memories
are made! The theme this year was “One Body, Many
Parts”, where small groups each discussed Spiritual Gifts
and how we can recognize them and encourage growth in
each other. Due to the immense snowfall, the typical hike
to Castle Rock was cancelled, so we all opted to
toboggan down the hill next to the house! Sunday closed
with a snowball fight of epic proportions, pitting brother
vs. brother and Pastor vs. Pastor. If you've never
attended our Fall Retreat, we encourage you to attend in
2012! You won't regret it!

=

Christmas Program

Because Christmas Eve day fell on Sabbath, many of our
usual friends had conflicts with our program and were
unable to participate - so our program ended up being
completely composed of CJACC members. The praise
band got everyone into the holiday spirit with some
Christmas songs and the Fabulous Ukulele Band played.
Next, budding virtuosos Kenzo and Aiko Lamn played
solo pieces on the piano. Our Central Church Choir also
contributed to the program as did the Children's church
with their skit about 'The Crippled Lamb'. Our Hula group
gracefully preceded Pastor Toru's message of 'God With
Us'. Finally we got to the most important part of the day -
the food! Spread out over long tables, we had a splendid
holiday feast. Many of our members continued the
Christmas spirit by giving hand-made gifts to each other -
it really was an exceptional Christmas celebration.

Brent Kusuhara
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Christmas Social

CJACC'’s Christmas Social is one that our kids all look
forward to. This year it took place in our very own
Community Hall on Saturday, December 16". Our Social
Committee did a great job by preparing a delicious
spaghetti dinner, after which they set up a huge ring of
around 100 chairs where in the center the festivities
would begin. Deacon Ken Seino led a mind game called
Black Magic, where the attendees had to guess how
people like Melissa and Kristen Hokama were able to
read Ken’s mind! The evening then progressed into the
main event — the White Elephant Gift Exchange. Maki-
kun Vance emceed the exchange, causing the hall to fill
with laughs. A few tables were set in the center of the
hall, overflowing with presents wrapped in gold, silver,
red, green, and other vivid colors. Numbers were
handed out, and the person with the lowest number went
first, chose and unwrapped a gift, then displayed it to
everyone there. The next person could either choose a
different gift for him/herself OR choose to steal someone
else’s gift that they chose, so there was always the fear
of losing the gift that you wanted to keep so badly. Some
people were happy to steal gifts, while some were sad
so see the gifts go. There were even some kids who
cried when their gift was stolen, and though it’s all fun
and games, everyone had their game face on to get
what they wanted! When the games were over, Darlene
Mizumoto and Stevie Fujita brought out the chocolate
fondue set where we were treated to an extravagant
dessert! Senior Pastor Obara concluded the party with
closing prayer. It was such a blessing and we were
thankful to be able to celebrate Christmas that fun-filled
night with young and old, in our very own social hall this
year. The 2011 Christmas Social was a blast!
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Mochi Festival 2012

Last January 15" on a Sunday, with the fear of a rain forecast abound, CJACC held its annual Mochi Festival,
blessed with great weather!

CJACC'’s parking lot behind the church was packed full of people from 10AM-3PM, ranging from church members,
to Total Life Ministries members and kids, to even a few motorcycle riders. Amongst the guests were families who
look forward to and have been attending this annual festival for three or four years now. It was a great experience,
for both young and old, where even mochi newbies enjoyed toppings like seaweed paper, sweet soy sauce, zunda,
natto, graded radish, and red bean paste with their freshly pounded mochi. Guests were even treated to dishes like
oshiruko, mochi waffles, and shaved ice!

Mochi was pounded with wood mallets, which proved to be a really unique performance for all our American
guests, who crowded around Pastor Nakamura and Jerry Kono with their cameras to document the rare sight. Even
children got to try their hand at pounding mochi and rolling the hot goo into round balls — truly a rare experience for
Americans, and it was all great fun. Our very own Japanese church members who are accustomed to celebrating the
New Year this way were all very happy to participate in such a nostalgic tradition. The festival was a great success,
and thanks to the Lord’s blessings, we were able to collect many donations as well.

Many people worked very hard from the day before to prep, the day-of early in the morning and stayed late to
clean up. Firstly Senior Pastor Obara, his wife and our First Lady Sachiko and Pastor Nakamura, followed by both
our Japanese and English congregations — we all worked so hard to ensure our guests left with happy, full stomachs.
Thank you all for your hard work and support!
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Gail’s Vegetarian Pumpkin Chili Recipe

This is one of our favorite dishes that warms not only
our bodies but our hearts during Potluck! Thank you,
Gail for sharing your recipe!

Ingredients

3 pkgs Morningstar Meal starters - Grillers crumbles
1 onion-chopped

1 red bell pepper-chopped

15 oz can-100% pumpkin (you could use the one for
pumpkin pie also)

2 80z cans pinto beans-drained

1 box Trader Joe’s Roasted Red Pepper soup

1 jar Trader Joe’s Chipotle Salsa

2 tsp Pumpkin Pie spice

1 tsp cumin

2 tsp black pepper

1 tsp salt

1 tsp sugar

Chopped jalapeno or Serrano chili (optional)

Directions

1. Saute the onions and red bell pepper until soft

2. Add to a 6 quart crock pot and add the remaining
ingredients

3. Cook on high for 1 % hrs.

** |f desired---Serve with steamed rice, grated cheese,

and chopped onions.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Oil Change Ministry

Sunday, March 11 at 11am

We will again be hosting an Oil Change event for single mothers and college students. This ministry is geared
toward the Japanese community (advertised in Japanese) to provide a practical service and food as well as
introduce Christian fellowship. We will need people to help make the food in the morning, help with some of the car
maintenance, but mostly we need people to fellowship with our guests - English and Japanese speakers wanted! If
you are available to help with this ministry, please contact Maki Vance at events@centraljapanese.org

Family Fun Night!

Saturday, March 17 after potluck

There will be a bike ride after church in the Azusa mountain area. Children are welcome to join this event. It is a
paved bike path that is also fun to walk or "hike" if you do not own a bike! It is not a steep hill, so it's a good place
for even strollers if some of the mothers would like to just get some exercise. There will be dinner and fellowship to
follow at the church. For more information, please contact James Matsuda at jamesmatsuda@hotmail.com

Easter Sabbath Service

Saturday, April 7 at 10am

Come and be reminded of the price Jesus paid for our salvation and celebrate victory over sin and death! CJACC’s
Easter Sabbath Service begins promptly @ 10AM (no Sabbath School) with praise through music, singing, and
dance, followed by a powerful message by Pastor Toru Nakamura. A feast of a potluck will follow the service, so
come hungry!

Easter Social
Sunday, April 8 at 10am
Bring the kids out for fun games and an Easter Egg Hunt! Fun for all ages! To take place in the Community Hall.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-1lam

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly
*Women’s Ministry Quarterly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at news@-centraljapanese.org.
CDBEEDARNY MEHRGEEZ e-A—ILTHEEY LTVWET, CHFED
AIFLUTO7 FLAMN G A1) v Y4 E T news@centraliapanese.ord.

A3 =%y FTHENRTEDLSICHEYFELE!
ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your Visa,
Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our wesbite at

www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.orq
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