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My Beloved LA Central Church
Family,

Praise to our Lord’s holy name. My
dearly missed Central church family,
for your generous donations to
Sendai Church, | am truly grateful.
Thank you very much. Thank you for
sending Pastor Obara  who
personally delivered this offering.

| am very happy to know that you
in America have remembered us in
Sendai with your offering. The
people of Sendai church are very
happy and thankful. Through your
sacrifices | can feel the love of my
brothers and sisters at Central, and |
am encouraged.

We were told that a very large
earthquake would hit Sendai. We
therefore prepared ourselves many
years in advance. Despite
preparation, when the earthquake
actually hit, it was a tremendously
frightening event. It was the longest
and biggest earthquake | had ever
experienced. There was a loud
noise, surrounding buildings were
shaking, and the shaking was so
violent that | thought the telephone
poles would come crashing down.
When the tremors wouldn’t stop, |
thought it was the end of the world.
Luckily, the plot our church is built
on has a very sturdy foundation and
was able to escape major damage,
though there are cracks here and

Pastor’s Message

there. The aftershocks were scary
as well, and ripped the cracks in
the walls and fences open even
wider. As | write this letter, the
aftershocks still haven’'t stopped.
We have big earthquakes here
about once-a-month. Those
aftershocks have taken an
emotional and physical toll on all of
us.

Repairs on the church and the
pastor’s quarters still have yet to
be done. We couldn’t even get
estimates of the costs, due to the
professionals being so busy trying
to accommodate everyone. The
construction companies that build
churches have at least a years
worth of work ahead of them, so
we have even been refused repair
work. We looked into another
company that was able to give us
a quote, and after finally getting
them to write an estimate, the
church and pastor's quarters
repairs came out to $62,500 and
$30,100  respectively.  We're
unsure how much our insurance
will cover, and the insurance
company has been so swamped
with claims that we have yet to
hear back from them.

The  church and  church
members’ homes are all within city
limits, so we were all protected
from the tsunami. There was a
believer who lived by the ocean
that wasn’t so lucky. Furthermore,
not one of our members was lost,
though our members’ family
members were. There were three
families at our church who had lost
other family members in the
tsunami.

| am currently pastoring a total of
four churches/groups located in
Sendai  (Miyagi-ken), Morioka
(lwate-ken), Ichizeki (lwate-ken),
and Harumachi (Fukushima-ken).
All of them fell victim to this
disaster, the worst being
Harumachi. This church is literally
24km from the Fukushima nuclear
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plant, with most of the believers
living in the vicinity of the plant.
Therefore they are now living as
refugees. The church members
were scattered and the church was
closed. There is a believer that is a
doctor living near the church. He has
a hospital to attend to, so he
continues to treat patients. There
are worries of radiation exposure.
Please pray for the believers at
Harumachi.

In the week following March 11th,
Sendai church was extremely
distressed. At first all we had was
the support from ADRA and the
conference, who shipped San-lku
Food brand foodstuffs along with aid
materials, which we distributed to
people in the surrounding area. At
ADRA’s advice, we put a stop to the
receipt of aid, because we soon
found out that they were right when
they said we would receive a ton of
stuff we didn’'t need. At first, we
received a mountain of disposable
diapers with nobody who needed
them. The same thing with
powdered milk. All the stores in the
city were closed, our lifelines were
cut, and survival mode began. God
heard our prayers and we were
miraculously helped many a time,
and the refugees from our church
were without need.

One day after disaster struck,
ADRA was here discussing how to
help in Miyagi-ken and the city of
Sendai, and many people were
assisted. For about a month, Sendai
church became headquarters for
local relief efforts. After that, relief
efforts were based out of
Yamamotomachi to assist the more
rural areas that were affected by the
tsunami. By the beginning of August,
aid was withdrawn from that area
and 2-3 members of staff were left to
work for 1-2 years to assist people
living in temporary shelters.

Sendai church housed many other
volunteers beyond ADRA. From
August 14" a youth group from

Okinawa volunteered for a week.
This year's VBS team went to a
refugee camp in Ishinomaki where
they provided a fun-filled program
for the children living there. The
gymnasium at the refugee camp
was hot at over 86°F. Refugees
fashioned cardboard partitions in
efforts to maintain what little privacy
they had.

Summer break typically marks a
time where families take their
children out for a vacation. VBS was
a vital program for those children
who had nowhere to go. Eating
shaved ice with the elderly, watching
Christian videos, singing praise
songs, and playing games like Break
the Watermelon were all ways that
our church members were able to
return smiles to the faces of those
unfortunate children, and those
children were starving for candy!

The children who witnessed the
wrath of the tsunami are still petrified
of water. And they can’'t be left
alone. At night, they can't sleep
alone and the lights must remain on.
They're deathly afraid of the dark.
Even 5" and 6" graders are wetting
their beds. At even 5 months after
the disaster, children, no, even
adults, are still recovering.

Many families living in temporary
shelters are facing great difficulty
with their children when their
mothers have to leave for work.
We’re wondering what we can do for
those scared children. On top of
that, there are other worries like the
growing number of elderly people
who are living alone and dying from
isolation and loneliness. Our church
is looking for ways to combat this,
like hosting crafts classes,
vegetarian diet classes, or just being
available to listen to them.

Your donations will most likely be
used to support the relief efforts of
our volunteers. There are tens of
believers who are victims and have
already received support from the
church and conference throuah

donations. Presently, we need the
working  capital to  support
volunteer relief efforts. | can
assure you that your contributions
will most definitely assist the
refugees affected by this disaster.

When September comes,
summer break will end and many
of the volunteers will leave. After
that, I'm worried that our home
church may not be able to support
our local community for long. Our
church isn’'t fully recovered from
these events. Though it may seem
that life as normal may have
returned, there is still a lot of
depression. I'm afraid nothing can
be done to prevent this for at least
a year. You have no idea how
important your prayers are to us.
Please, somehow, continue to pray
for us. The Lord’s return is near.
Let’s fulfill our final mission.

| long to see my beloved
brothers and sisters from Central
again. | pray for God’s bountiful
blessings and mercy upon you.

P.S. — | have heard that you now
have a new church building.
Please accept my most sincere
congratulations. | hope to visit you
soon.

Pastor Noriomi Sakuma
Members of the Sendai SDA
Christian Church
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CJACC Celebrates Keiro no Hi

About 80 people celebrated “Keiro no Hi,” or
“Respect for the Aged Day” on Sunday, September
18, 2011. “Keiro no Hi” is a holiday celebrated in
Japan on the third Monday of September to honor

its elderly citizens. In some Japanese
neighborhoods, volunteers distribute free “obento”
(boxed lunches) to elderly people, and some villages
put on “keirokai” shows where the younger people
and school children prepare dances and songs for
the entertainment of the elderly.

Our church’s Social Hall was transformed into a
Banquet Hall with yellow tablecloths, hand-colored
fans decorated by Children’s Church and Sabbath
School Classes, flowers and brightly colored origami
to celebrate the occasion. The “obento” consisted of
Chirashizushi, teriyaki gluten, tofu wonton,
cucumber “namasu” and tossed salad that was all
prepared from scratch by the Women’s Ministry
ladies.

Our keirokai show consisted of musical or dance
numbers performed by the church Ukulele Group;
Aiko and Kenzo Lamn and Lisa Obara; Mark, Cade
and Jenna Okohira; our own church hula group;
Heidi Kawamoto’s hula, Misuko Yamamoto’s odori
(Japanese dance) and Uncle Reijin’s karaoke.

Invitees included friends and family 70 years old
and over and those who were younger were drafted
to serve the elderly. Many former members came to
enjoy the fellowship and it was great to see them all.
This gave everyone a chance to see each other at
an occasion other than funerals or weddings.

Everyone went home with a special gift of home-
made miso prepared by Women’s Ministry six
months ago.

Patty Hokama
Head Elder
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANSEI DAY CAMP REUNION at CJACC with Pastor Dean

Sat, October 29 at 11:00am

It's a time to invite old friends to participate in a program that our church sponsored for over 10
years! There are many memories to be shared! If you know people that were involved with this
summer program, please invite them to attend this special event!

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Sat, October 29 at 6pm
Pumpkin Carving & Pumpkin Pie a la Mode!

BIG BEAR RETREAT
Fri, Nov 4 — Sun, Nov 6
For more information, please contact Melissa melissahokama@gmail.com.

CJACC CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
Sat, December 17 at 6:00pm

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Sat, December 24 at 10:00am

MOCHITSUKI TAIKAI / MOCHI FESTIVAL
Sun, January 15

A208—2Y FTHRENTESLSICHRYFELE]
ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE!
Tithe and donate to your ministry of choice by using your
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or Debit Card. Please visit our

wesbite at www.centraljapanese.org and click the
“TITHE AND DONATE ONLINE” tab.

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11lam-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 10am

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Women’s Ministry 1% Sat 6pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at melissahokama@agmail.com.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.orq
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