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Things Hidden

‘Call to me and | will answer you
and tell you great and
unsearchable things you do not
know.’ Jeremiah 33:3

“...the church is actually losing
influence.” “Christian Leaders
must go to the next level.” “Did
your agenda come from God or
a committee meeting?” “Have
you been seeking a ‘vision’ from
God or seeking the heart of
God?” “Not every Leader is a
Spiritual Leader.” And so forth,
these heart-piercing questions
wouldn’t leave my mind. These
guestions, just recently, were
presented by the Blackaby
Family’s Spiritual Leadership
Seminar, which was sponsored
by our very own Southern
California Conference. There
are still many things that are
really making me think, and as |
chew on those morsels, |
continue to pray. Out of the
many things I'm pondering,
there’s one thing in particular
that won’t leave my heart, and
so | ask that you'll allow me to
testify.

[The Blackaby Family of
teachers is famous for having
published a US bestseller
entitled, Experiencing God. The
three-generation-deep family of
teachers has committed their
lives to evangelism, specializing
in the assistance and growth of
Christian  spiritual leaders.
(www.blackaby.net)]

A few years ago while holding a
seminar in South Africa, there
was a peasant man in
attendance that didn’'t have

more than a 6th grade
education. After some time, this
peasant potato farmer realized
that the Holy Spirit had just
descended upon him, bringing
explicit instructions from God.
The instructions were to hold
evangelistic meetings there, in
the vast potato fields,
surrounded by nothing but the
blue sky.

Elder Blackaby was invited, and
he began to recite Scripture.
How many people do you
suppose gathered there that
day? An unimaginable 100,000
people! It's said that when the
speaker gave the message of
how wonderful God is, 100,000
people, in unison, exclaimed,
‘Amen!” The echo of 100,000
people floated in the air,
reverberating. The following
year, and again the next year,
more evangelistic meetings
were held. This time the count
was at 300,000 people! In
potato fields! (If | remember
correctly, Pasadena’'s Rose
Bowl Stadium currently seats
less than 100,000!) On the
morning of the meeting, a dust
cloud arose in the west. Utilizing
the narrow one-way path, there
were thousands of people
headed for the meeting in the
fields. The same spectacle was
witnessed on the east horizon
as well! For nothing other than
to experience God, surrounded
only by fields and sky, people
swarmed to the meeting. An
uneducated peasant farmer
became a channel for the Holy
Spirit. “This is a true Spiritual
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Leader,” | expressed to myself.

2000 years ago, empty,
uneducated men gathered in
Jerusalem, waiting for the Holy
Spirit. After receiving the Holy
Spirit, God used those men to
turn the world upside-down. A
fickle, temperamental, back-
stabbing, ex-fisherman by the
name of Peter preached from a
street corner and in one day,
3000 people were converted!
(Acts 1~4)

Now, you, sitting here reading
this edition of Central Harmony
— it's your turn. Will you
become a vessel of the Holy
Spirit? If Los Angeles really
becomes the “City of Angels” it
is called, then it will become our
Heavenly Father’s plan to make
it the “City of the Holy Spirit”.
That, however, depends
entirely on you.

Nozomu Obara
Senior Pastor
obara@centraljapanese.org
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That's it. We're official. April 23, 2011 is a day
that will live forever in our church’s history for two
reasons: One, our new Pasadena church building
was dedicated to the service of our Lord Jesus!
And two, our members voted to officially change
our name to Central Japanese-American
Community Church of Seventh-day Adventists.
Several witnesses from the Southern Conference
as well as our extended church families from
Gardena, West LA, Westminster, and Loma Linda
churches came to celebrate and pray for us and
our new home.

The morning service was actually our Easter
Service, which incorporated several acts like
Central’s children singers, Ukulele band, Hula
Praise, and Gardena’s Hand bell Choir. Dr.
Samuel Lee presented the Easter message.

Reaching Canaan — Central Church’s Grand Opening

Following a potluck feast fit for kings, the
afternoon Dedication Service was made up of a
slideshow that showcased our church’s history,
the sharing of memories by Reijin Fujita and
Patricia Hokama, an oral history of our church by
Dennis Imai, and three musical acts by Weston
Mizumoto, Central’'s Choir, and Gardena’s
Collegiate Choir. Elder Larry Caviness blessed us
with a powerful message reminding us of what
our mission as a church is.

Our new home will always stand as a testament
to the power of prayer and God'’s limitless grace.
Though Central hasn’'t always been faithful and
patient over the years, our Lord God has always
been faithful throughout our time of wandering
and grumbling in the wilderness. All praise, honor
and glory be to God!
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Jameson Matsuda

| grew up in an SDA family. | always knew about the Bible, Jesus, and how He saved us, but |
never really felt like | knew God personally...as a person that | could go to and talk to. | felt that my
relationship with God was pretty insecure. That is, until | got to Mr. Crabtree's class. Mr. Crabtree
is a teacher at my school who is really in touch with God. He taught me so much about our
Heavenly Father. Now | have a greater understanding of who God is and how much He loves us
all. Thanks to Mr. Crabtree and all the support from my loving church family, | have decided to be
baptized. | feel that getting baptized is just a way to show my friends and family my commitment to
and love for the Lord our God. | wanted God for my whole life; even for eternity. | feel like thanking
Him for all He's done for us here on Earth, so that is why | have gotten baptized.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Central
Japanese-American
Community Church

Address:

2113 East Villa Street
Pasadena, CA 91107

Phone:
(626) 304-7800

Questions/Comments:

harmony@centraljapanese.org

PR/Communication Staff:
Mika Aoki
Keiko Takeda
Terence Maki Vance

Contributing Writer:
Elder Nozomu Obara

We’'re on the Web!

See us at:
www.centraljapanese.org

@

Castaic Lake Camping Trip!
Fri, Aug 12 - Sun, Aug 15

RSVP to Maki Vance
by Fri, July 29 at
makikaneko@agmail.com.

)

Big Bear Retreat
Fri, Nov 4 - Sun, Nov 6

For more information, please contact
Melissa at melissahokama@agmail.com

Weekly/Monthly/Quarterly Events

* Japanese Language Ukulele Group Tues 10am-11am

* Japanese Language Bible Studies Tues 11am-12pm

* Praise Night Tues 7:45pm-10pm
* Japanese Language Prayer Meeting Wed 2pm

* Total Life Seminar (Japanese Language) Thu 10am-2pm

* Women’s Ministry 1% Sat 6pm

* Family Fun Night Monthly

* JHOP United (Praise Night) Quarterly

* Oil Change Ministry (Japanese Outreach) Quarterly

If you would like to be added to our email list for announcements and
updates, please contact Melissa at melissahokama@gmail.com.
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visit us at our website:
www.centraljapanese.org
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