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The God of Fatherland Japan,
by Pastor Toru Nakamura

How much ink was used in
writing about the recent series
of disasters in northeastern
Japan — the epic earthquake
that caused a tsunami of
Biblical proportions, both which
contributed to a catastrophic
nuclear incident that still isn’t
under control almost a month
later? And what more can we
say about the situation? We
witnessed again and again our
beloved Fatherland’s houses,
cars, ships, factories, fields, and
much more — people, in an
instant, being washed away by
the tsunami...over and over.
And we cried, over and over.

One person had said that these
disasters were the result of the
divine punishment from God
upon the unbelieving people of
Japan — a warning of sorts. But

if that’s the case, for instance,
why should a child who doesn’t
know any better suffer such a
punishment? But | wonder if
that person who so matter-of-
factly made that statement
could go up to a parent who, in
the deepest grief of their life
having just lost their loving child,
inform them saying, “Your child
died due to God’s divine wrath.”

Though in the midst of sadness,
there were glimpses of joy.
Many days after the disaster

there were stories of children
being saved, even of a
grandmother and a grandchild
clinging to life, together, while
being trapped in rubble. | can’t
believe how they
survived...truly wonderful.

Foreigners were filled with awe
and admiration for the
courteous and honest people of
Japan who, amidst their
nation’s calamity, would help
put back items that had fallen
off of shelves in a supermarket,
collect what they wanted to
buy, and then wait for hours in
absurdly long lines for their turn
to pay for their merchandise.
Every foreigner said that this
would never happen in their
country. We Japanese people in
Los Angeles have heard the
stories, and our hearts are filled
with pride.

| had long felt that Japan had
reached its end. The economy is
in a slump, human hearts have
become cold, crime rates are
rising, and sympathy for the
weak has practically vanished.
We have no idea what young
people themselves are thinking.
Many times I've thought that
Japan’s done with.

Yet despite this heartbreaking
condition, the youth and
children of Japan are looking

after the elderly and
volunteering to do the hardest
work in a lot of the evacuation
sites and shelters. Due to power
outages, many traffic
intersections that don’t have
working stop lights are jammed
with drivers who still give the
right-of-way to others and cross
in an orderly fashion. In
seemingly endless traffic jams,
people still quietly and patiently
wait and with the exception of
an occasional “thank you honk”,
nobody uses their horns.

Japan was this awesome of a
country?! The Japanese people
possess this much virtue?! As
with the foreigners, | too was
pleasantly surprised and filled
with astonishment. And we’ve
seen this before — Japan was
once nothing more than
charred fields after WWII, and
the Japanese rebuilt Japan.
Once again, Japan will rise from
its ashes.

Lord, please bless Japan and its
people! Save the Japanese
people whom you love!
Comfort the crushed people
with hope and strength! To the
Lord who came to seek and
save those who are lost! Heal
Japan and bring revival!
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On March 30, 2011, LACJ

moved to a new location!
We're now worshipping at:
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2113 East Villa Street, Pasadena,
CA 91107

Firstly, we'd like to thank all of
the church members and
friends who came out to help
move and also clean the new
church beforehand.

Due to the age of the building,
there are much needed repairs
that are already being identified.
The church board will prioritize
them and develop a budget as
we proceed with planning for
those repairs. We'd like to hear
your feedback on repairs issues;
please feel free to share your
concerns with one of board
members. These repairs will be
financed by our Building Fund.
As you know, with the purchase
of the new church, we have
depleted the fund significantly.
As we plan for the repairs, the
board and Finance Committee
will set a budget goal for the
Building Fund in the very near
future. Just as God maintains
life in each one of us, let us not
forget to return a portion of the
money He has given to us to
maintain His church. We ask
that you prayerfully continue to
give offerings that support our
Building Fund. By God’s grace,
we trust that He will fulfill all
our financial needs and bless us
with more new faces to fill our
pews!
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Easter Program and

Church Dedication

Our Easter and Grand Opening
Dedication Services both take
place on April 23" at our new
church. The Easter Service will
begin at 10:00 am (followed by
a potluck lunch). The Dedication
Service starts at 3pm, light
dinner at 5pm, and concludes
with an evening vespers and
Easter social beginning at 7pm.
Please invite your friends for
this momentous, blessed
celebration!

of the disaster. For details of
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their relief activities in the
affected region, please see the
links above.

http://twitter.com/search?q=%

23ADRAJapan
http://blog.canpan.info/adrajap

an/

Throughout the month of April,
LAC] is collecting donations to
support victims of the recent
Earthquake, Tsunami and
Nuclear Plant incident in Japan.
Donations will be directly wired
to ADRA Japan. ADRA Japanisa
non-profit, non-governmental-
organization that manages
various projects internationally.
Within days of the crisis, many
of their staff have already been
deployed to the affected region

on and have begun providing
food and supplies to the victims
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