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| once knew a person that said
to me that he was afraid of get-
ting into a relationship because
of the fear that either he would
be incapable of loving the other
person as they deserved, as
well as the possibility of not
being loved as he would expect
to be.

Fear of the absence of love in
one’s life is often hard for many
to deal with. Some wonder who
they can share their love with,
while others wonder if they
could ever find love at all in this
world.

We are so fortunate as Chris-
tians that God’s written word
has a message for us even in
our uncertain emotional con-
cerns.

A Love That Drives Out Fear

1 John 4:16-19 states, “And so that we can need and more.

we know and rely on the love
God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in them. This is
how love is made complete
among us so that we will have
confidence on the day of judg-
ment: In this world we are like-
Jesus. There is no fear in love.
But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears
is not made perfect in love. We
love because he first loved us.”

How awesome is our God that
He loves us so much that he
sent His son Jesus to come into
this world. To live our life, to un-
derstand our fears, to feel our
deficiencies and to give us all

His everlasting love!
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Looking Ahead...

It’s now February, which in
Japan, marks the end of the
winter season. Called setsubun
in Japanese, it means both the
beginning of a season and a pe-
riod that divides two seasons.
Though in Japan it’s the coldest
time of the year, our hearts are
filled with the warm hope found
in Jesus Christ.

As a representative of the Los
Angeles Central Japanese SDA
Church, | would like to say a
few words. Firstly, to the many
people who so selflessly sup-
port our church with their pre-
cious time, talents, and
finances, from within and out-
side our congregation, | offer my
sincerest gratitude. To our pas-
sionate staff that performs the
daily work of the church: the
Elderly Ministry, Women’s Min-
istry, the organizers of our
Christmas and Mochitsuki
events, and to all who, despite
your busy schedules, sacrifice
much for the church, again, |
thank you from the bottom of
my heart. Your help has made
all these events and ministries a
great success. Thank you.

The process we’ve gone
through to purchase our new
church in Pasadena — the town
hall and business meetings we
held where we proposed ideas
and voted on them — has been

a very heart-throbbing experi-
ence. Even now that we’re in
escrow, as a church family, we
still continue to actively pray for
a smooth conclusion to this
transaction. The upcoming
move, building renovation/re-
pair, proceeding Dedication
Service, and many forthcoming
building projects will all require
capital we do not have. Please
remember to continue to pray
for those things.

With the start of our “new sea-
son”, | would like to share an
episode from the life of Mother
Teresa, as reported by a woman
who went to India to cover a
story on her. Upon her return to
her own country, she immedi-
ately published her story in the
local newspaper she wrote for.
On the roadsides of Calcutta,
the reporter met a woman who
had made a “home” of card-
board boxes. The woman was
cradling an orphan baby. For
many years, that woman could
no longer move her body due to
disease. It was Mother Teresa
who bore the burden of caring
for her and people like her.
“This is hell, this is hell,” the re-
porter repeatedly told herself
while conducting her research.
She wished there was some
way to rescue this paralyzed
woman and baby from their
wretched condition. She rea-

soned that the only way to help
them was to quit her job report-
ing and become a disciple of
Mother Teresa in India.

When Mother Teresa heard the
reporter’s murmurings, she
gave the reporter this advice:
“Don’t make the mistake of
changing your life or your job,
because you’ve been put in a
privileged position. Use it; use it
for things like this that you’ve
seen here. Even if you help one
person, even if you give one
penny, if everybody would do
that, it would make a difference.
So don’t change what you have,
use it to help.”

Let’s take Mother Teresa’s ad-
vice to heart. We've all continu-
ally offered our precious
abilities, time, and money to
God and for the sake of others.
Let us continue to serve the
people in our community, all the
while drawing closer to Jesus
Christ. So that our LA Central
Japanese Church can prove the
gospel of Jesus Christ, to put
into practice Christ’s love to the
people in our surrounding area,
hereafter, we humbly request
and are honored to receive your
fervent support. Thank you.

Nozomu Obara is the Senior Pastor
for the Japanese District Churches.
obara@lacj.org
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LACJ Mochitsuki Taikai - January 16th, 2011

written by: Maki-kun

This year in Japan, at least 6
people died by mochi consump-
tion. An additional 18 people
were hospitalized, 5 of which
were in critical condition! Mochi-
related deaths are so common
over there, that a vacuum com-
pany actually made a special at-
tachment to suck out stuck food
from people’s throats! You'll be
glad to know that at LACJ’s an-
nual Mochitsuki Taikai, held on
January 16th, there were ZERO
fatalities and the closest anyone
came to injury was from bloated
stomachs from over-eating the
gooey, white goodness.

This year’s event had an awe-
some turnout of over 150 atten-

dees, with close to 100 of them
visitors and non-church mem-
bers! Young and old gathered to
cook rice, pound it, fold it, and
then form it into mochi balls,
ready for eating. At the end of the
assembly line, you had your
choice of toppings, mild-to-wild,
ranging from anko to natto or
even kimchee! There were even
mochi waffles!!!

Besides learning how to make
mochi the back-breaking, tradi-
tional way, there were also many
other activities going on: Three
lucky raffle winners were
awarded prizes, courtesy of
LACJ. Our very own Family Fun

Night in-reach ministry hosted,
not one, but TWO bounce
houses for the kids...some of
which were in their 40s, but you
couldn’t tell. The Women’s Min-
istry group also sold their fresh,
homemade kimchee!

If you haven’t been to LACJ in a
while, you’re really missing out...
and we’re really missing you!
God has richly blessed this event
with great food and the best
church family you’ll ever find. If
you missed out this year, don’t
fret — there’s always next year.
Oh, and just in case, bring your
vacuum attachments.
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The Story of Southern Kumamoto SDA

by: Keiko-san

I'd like to write about my experience visiting a
small church in Kumamoto, three years ago in the
spring of 2008.

While spending about two months in Japan visit-
ing home, | often felt that | should go to church.
So | opened the telephone book and found an
SDA church in Kumamoto, where | once used to
live. Kumamoto church, as it turns out is about
1.5 hours from where my mom lives and is very
near the airport. What | didn’t know until I did a lit-
tle more research was that there’s yet another,
smaller, SDA church called Southern Kumamoto,
which happened to be really close to my mother’s
house. | also found out that a Pastor Yoshimura
was coming to preach at Southern Kumamoto
church that next week, so | decided | would at-
tend.

My mother lives in Sankaku-machi (Kumamoto
prefecture) which is really close to the entrance of
Amakusa and is a small town near the beach with
a population of roughly 10,300 people. lts two
main industries are fishing and cultivating sat-
suma, and boasts two Buddhist temples. And in
this small “village” of Sankaku, on a small hill
crammed-in amongst many smaller houses, is the
even smaller Southern Kumamoto SDA church.
Surprisingly, this church was built by an 80+ year-
old man named Yamaguchi-san, adjacent to his
house. | was so intrigued by this anomaly and
wondered why, in this small, small town, there
was a church — a Seventh-day Adventist church —
| felt I had to hear Yamaguchi-san’s story about
his faith that led him to build a church there.
When Yamaguchi-san was a young, he was
deeply impressed by a Christian sermon he heard

on the radio, and so he started to attend church.
So every weekend, through both the blistering-
hot summer and bitter-cold winter months, he
would ride his bicycle two hours, one-way, to the
Kumamoto SDA church. The extremely windy
days and really rainy days were especially hard
for him to travel to church, but his strong faith
kept him going. One event in particular that
helped grow his faith was when his once-disap-
proving father accepted Christ before his pass-
ing, and he was able to have a Christian funeral
for him.

The interior of Southern Kumamoto SDA church
is simple, with an altar and a piano in the front.
There’s a runner dividing a few benches-for-two
on either side of the aisle, and sits about twenty.
It really is more like a family-church, being that
his son, his son’s wife, and his grandchildren all
attend this church. The Sabbath | visited, they
were having communion and | got to witness Ya-
maguchi-san and his son wash each other’s feet
in the Ordinance of Humility. He testified by say-
ing, “Today | was so deeply moved — to have ex-
perienced communion and the washing of my
son’s feet — an experience that should happen.” It
was obvious he felt that sharing in communion
with his son from a very young age was such an
important faith experience.

From this experience — meeting a man who came
from a small town where nobody even knew the
existence of Jesus, who found Him on the radio,
and who later built a church on his property, this
faithful Yamaguchi-san — | found myself deeply
impressed and astonished.
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