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Family Fun Night!!!

Sabbath evening, November
13, marked the first of a series
of events that are planned to in-
vigorate and unify our LA Cen-
tral Church family.

Coined Family Fun Night, the
evening welcomed people of all
age groups in our church to
come together and to have true
fellowship through worship,

food and fun games. Led and
organized by our local Elder,
James Matsuda the evening
began with a worship talk, fol-
lowed by a hearty meal of
haystacks, which in the end
was followed by the main event,
KICKBALL!!!

Members young and old all
seemed to get into a healthy
competitive spirit while at the
same time drawing so strongly
from the family atmosphere that
our church is so well known for.
In the end the evening was
filled with much sweat, running
and laughter. Everyone
seemed to be thoroughly
caught up in the excitement of
the moment.

With such a great and positive
response and turn out, we hope
that future FFN Nights will help
us to gather together and
deepen in our relationships as
a church family.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“A Lack of Common Sense”

When | was a pastor in Japan, |
once led a group similar to the
Boy Scouts, called Pathfinders.
One day in preparation for our
summer campout, | instructed a
young elementary school-aged
boy to “rinse” rice (which is com-
mon practice before cooking the
rice), at which he looked com-
pletely dumbfounded. Out of ne-
cessity, | opted to rephrase my
request and ask him to “wash”
the rice, hoping he’d then under-
stand. When | returned to check
up on the boy, | was shocked to
find him feverously “washing” the
rice in the kitchen sink with dish
soap!

Now in the world of adults, I've
heard a story of a wife who was
trying to prepare spaghetti with
squid ink sauce. When she real-
ized she didn’t have enough
squid ink to make the sauce, she
used Japanese calligraphy ink to
make up the difference!

In another shocking story, I've
also heard of another couple
substituting tapioca for salmon
roe with milk!

| can’t believe the lack of com-
mon sense! It’'s so easy to be
shocked at these examples, and
quite frankly, there is no sense in
them. However, | thought about
what we all view as “common
sense”. What one thinks is com-

mon sense can be thought of as
nonsense to another. Often
times, across countries and
across different ethnicities and
races, one group of people might
think something totally natural,
while the same thing may be
seen as revolting to another
group of people.

I'd now like to talk about God’s
lack of common sense.

One day, in the middle of preach-
ing at church, God spoke to me
and said, “Close your mouth and
shut up.” What happens when a
preacher shuts up, mid sermon?
| thought to myself that that com-
mand was about as nonsensical
as things could get. Not being
one to oppose God, | reluctantly
became silent...in the middle of
my sermon. Nonetheless, at that
moment, | was overwhelmed by
the presence of God filling the
worship hall and many people
were touched and moved to
tears.

There was once a worship leader
who, in the middle of singing
praise songs, received the fol-
lowing command from God: “Get
down and do push-ups!” After
hesitating for some time and fi-
nally succumbing to the order,
someone in the audience who
had fallen away from God for
many years approached him fol-

lowing the service. He explained,
“God has been calling me back
to Him. So | challenged God and
told Him that if tomorrow the wor-
ship leader starts doing push-ups
in the middle of the praise and
worship set, I'll return to you.
When you started to do push-
ups, | couldn’t believe my eyes,
so | decided to trust God. | de-
cided to return to Him.”

Sometimes God does things that
we deem as nonsensical, but
that’s probably because our
“‘common sense” is too shallow
and at such a low level.

The Lord Jesus said, “Put new
wine in new wineskins.” God’s
teachings are living and will fer-
ment and expand. If we take
these teachings and put them in
our old wineskins, they’ll stretch
and rip apart! Let’s continue to
have flexible hearts that can ex-
pand in faith when filled with
God’s word and works.

Toru Nakamura is Associate Pastor
for Japanese Language Ministries.
He can be reached by e-mail:
toru@lacj.org
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building and more people will be
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CHURCH - TOWN HALL MEETING

Our Vision

In our Town Hall Meetings, the
attendees exchanged ideas
about our past and present Cen-
tral Church. It was there that we
developed our one year vision,
which is, a goal that the church,
collectively, thought of and wants
to achieve. This vision is the re-
sult of the leading of the Holy
Spirit and the passionate hearts
of our brothers and sisters that
love the church. | want to extend
my utmost appreciation to every-
one who attended and prayed
over this vision casting process.
Our Vision, is as follows:

“We promise to double our
church attendance by October
2011, and by doing so, we can fi-
nancially support our church
building and more people will be
saved.”

Presently, with our average
church attendance being about
60 people, this will mean an av-
erage attendance of 120 people
in 12 months. Furthermore, in the
same town hall meetings, we
talked about different proposals,
strategies, and methods for
achieving this goal (details can
be found on our official website,
www.lacj.org). A list of 15 strate-
gies with over 25 specific meth-
ods was compiled. The list,
broad and full of variety, is a vital
tool to reach many types of peo-

ple and bring them to Christ to
make them disciples.

To simplify things, this Vision can
be restated as, “Each person
bring one person to church.” If
this was implemented, then we
would achieve our goal in no
time.

However, Jesus Christ’s plan
doesn’t end there. Because of
the nature of God’s kingdom,
there is constantly, a shockingly
mathematical growth involved.
What our Heavenly Father wants
to do for us is chronicled in the
Bible. Not just doubling, but with
the “seeds” of the Holy Spirit,
they can “produced a crop, some
multiplying thirty, some sixty,
some a hundred times.” (Mark
4:8) We as a church must lift our
eyes to our very competent Lord
and put the love of Jesus into
practice.

I'd like to refer to the following
words that Ellen White brings to
our attention:

“The object of the Christian life is
fruit bearing — the reproduction of
Christ’s character in the believer,
that it may be reproduced in oth-
ers...”

“As you receive the Spirit of
Christ — the Spirit of unselfish
love and labor for others — you

will grow and bring forth fruit. The
graces of the Spirit will ripen in
your character. Your faith will in-
crease, your convictions deepen,
your love be made perfect...”
“Quickly the last great harvest
would be ripened, and Christ
would come to gather the pre-
cious grain...” Christ's Object
Lessons, Chapter 3.

It is our privilege to not only wait
and hope for, but to speed the re-
turn of Christ. It is my prayer that
blessings from above will be
poured out to you.

Nozomu Obara is the Senior Pastor
for the Japanese District Churches.
He con be contacted by sending
an e-mail to obara@lacj.org
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“The Rebirth of Music”
by Lamar Boschman
Destiny Image Publishers, 1980
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BOOK REVIEW

Book Review

The Rebirth of Music,
by Lamar Boschman

Do you know what the very
first pieces of music ever
made were and who made
them? The answer is, God
made the first pieces of music
and it was praise music. Did
you also know that the one
who was put in charge of the
praise  music was the
Archangel Lucifer, whom God
created, and later became
the fallen angel, Satan?

The creation and fall of music,
furthermore its hope and re-
birth, was all taught to me
through this eye-opening
book.

Nothing brews more public
scrutiny in church than music.
For example, I’ ve heard ex-
treme opinions like, “The
playing of instruments other
than the organ and piano dur-
ing worship time is unforgiv-
able!” This  opinion s
especially of very traditional
people. If you want to talk of
the oldest tradition, however,
it seems that it is little known
that the oldest praise (the
praise started by God Himself)
was played by not pianos or
organs, but drums, guitars and
trumpets.

Some people have the opin-
ion that “Only quiet praise is
the praise that God will ac-
cept, and busier praise is the
devil’ s music.” Did you
know that music is mentioned
1,028 times in the Bible and not
once does it ever say, “Thou
shalt praise quietly.” Quite
the contrary, it says many,
many times to “Praise God
with  loud voices” , and
“Praise the Lord with loud
cymbals.” To those who
might say to me, “That’ s a
lie!l You’ re a worthless liar!” |
say read this book. | also rec-
ommend this book to those
who think what I’ m writing
about it is actually interesting.
Let the scales fall from your
eyes as well.

Satan hates praise. He dislikes
it greatly. That’ swhy the Lord
can truly take praise and use it
to fight Satan. Foremost, in
Heaven, there is always and
at this moment, loud praises
being lifted to God. Our praise
is sent to the Heavenly throne
of God. When we get to
Heaven, we will join in the loud
praising. This book is a must-
read for all people of praise!

Toru Nakamura is Associate Pastor
for Japanese Language Ministries
and is deeply involved in our
church leadership team for praise
and worship ministries.

He can be reached by e-mail:
toru@lacj.org
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BIG BEAR RETREAT

by: Melissa Hokama

581 Chipmunk Lane is a very familiar address
to many people at LACJ. It is the address of a
rented house in Big Bear that holds strong nos-
talgia and anticipation for future years to come.
Our LACJ annual Big Bear Retreat has just
completed it’'s 5th season. This retreat takes
place every year on the first weekend of No-
vember (Friday-Sunday), and promises to be a
time of relaxation, fun, and church family wor-
ship in a very scenic and comfortable setting.

While the children look forward to the roaring
fireplace, roasting marshmallows, and making
S’mores, the adults look forward to a time
where they can enjoy nature and steal some
grown-up moments in spiritual discussion and
bonding. It is so easy for us to get caught up in
the business of daily or weekly routines, and for-
get to stop take the time to listen and experi-
ence who God is. This is an invitation to join us
next year, on the first weekend in November, to
spend time in church family fellowship, and to
witness the handiwork of our Creator.

DA (Keiro no hi)
W On Sunday, November 21, the members of our church were
= z*' ' able to give special recognition to our elderly members with a
e g Keiro Kai event. The day originally celebrated in Japan in the
month of September is a day to pay respect to the elderly cit-
izens of the country. Our Central Japanese church decided
this year would be a good time to take time to recognize our
older members and to pay special attention to the large con-
tributions that they make to our church in so many ways. Cur-
rent as well as past members were able to share lunch at the
local Zen Buffet and talk about times past, as well as to enjoy
the entertainment provided by young and old alike for the
lunch. Everyone seemed to be very happy and the sound of
laughter and applause could be heard all around. It is our
hope that this will not be a one time event, but will be a day to
look forward to for many years to come!

Our church’s famous Ukelele Sisters
share a special musical selection.
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Oil Change Ministry

September 19, 2010 marked the Fourth Quar-
terly Oil Change Ministry Event, which means
that (Hallelujah!) our ministry is now A YEAR
OLD! Furthermore, we had a turnout of 12 cars
— the most yet! For those who don’t know, this
ministry caters to the less fortunate Japanese
and Japanese-Americans who need oil changes
for their cars, but don’t know anything about car
maintenance. LACJ’s team changes their oil and
filter, feeds them yakisoba, and gives them hon-
est car advice, all for $5~$10! Try getting that
deal at Jiffy Lube!

As in past events, God worked in many ways to
bring several new faces to this event, some of
whom have been attending church with us! God
also brings us a familiar face, our team’s only 4-
time veteran mechanic Jimmy Tsurukame, who
used to worship with us in Hacienda Heights.
Our team of mechanics, cooks and greeters al-
ways pulls together to create this event for our
Japanese Community. Please pray that God
continues to bless this ministry and give LACJ
the opportunity to show the love of Jesus to our
JA community. If you would like to be involved in
the next event (January 2011) as a mechanic,
cook, or greeter, please contact events@lacj.org
for more information.
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Special Announcements

Crispy Potatoes - by Fumi Shigemori

Serves: 3-4 people
Cooking time: Approximately 10 minutes

Ingredients

-4 or 5 medium to large sized potatoes

-1 clove of garlic

-1 tablespoon sesame oill

-1 teaspoon powdered Japanese soup stock
(dashi)

-2 teaspoons black vinegar

-a pinch of salt

- (optional) powdered green seaweed seasoning
(aonori) or soy sauce to taste

Directions

. 1.Mince garlic

U 2.Grade and shred, then rinse potatoes

3.Heat fry pan on med-high heat, then add all the
ingredients

4 When the potatoes turn a “clear” color, they're
ready to eat! Bon Appétit!
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Women’s Ministry is selling hand-
made, potluck dish carriers for $25.
For more information, please contact
robin@chungsahn.com
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Just in time for the new year, Ms. Emiko Uchiumi is selling \
brown rice mochi to fundraise for LACJ's Building Fund! $15
gets you 2 kilos of pure brown rice mochi goodness. She
even delivers to the greater LA area for free! The entire $15
goes to LACJ's Building Fund, so support your church and
get fed! Send orders to: bmaki@lacj.org
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To post events on this page, please contact
Terence Vance: bmaki@lacj.org
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Church Calendar

2010 :
December 18, Sabbath - Annual Christmas Social/Family Fun ﬁ j % t Py
Night (FFN) This year’s Christmas Social will begin at 5:00 Annual Mochitsuki Festival

with a trip to Hastings Ranch for a viewing of Christmas Lights.
We will return to the Academy at 6:30 for Dinner, games and
gift exchange. Please bring a $5.00 gift for the exchange.
Everyone is invited to attend. For more information contact:
Stevie at sfujita@aol.com

12A18H () O&II. EFDTIAIRA V=¥
WeI7IV— 7Y « T4 MFFNYO H T, S4EIZFHE
SR, N—RT A VT - FVFDIIVARADA NI F—
Yav 74 P2HIATEE Y, 2L T, 6REICSGAICK -
THBREVLEREE, ZOH LT 7T LEY FRH% L&
T, 5 FAMYSOLZHHA 7Ly b2EbE 23w, BRKE
ZEHFOCLEI 0, AT 4 —E—HRHIAET,
sfujita@aol.com

December 25, Sabbath - Annual Christmas Program, *No
Sabbath School this day. For more information contact,
events@Ilacj.org

12H25H () IEFEFHDIIAIR - 7OTFL4IC
D&, KEHERIIHUFEA. LEFEFEF 1 OFEMNSTT
<HULKLII. events@lacjorg M. HEFET-

January 16, 2011
10am - 1pm
San Gabriel Academy Campus
8827 E Broadway

2011 San Gabriel, CA 91776
January 1, Sabbath - New Year’s Worship at LACJ, #LULIT:

*No Sabbath School this day. Everyone is encouraged to wear For more information contact
a Kimono for this special Sabbath service. Worship will begin events@Ilacj.org

at 10:30am

For more information contact, events@Ilacj.org
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January 9, Sunday - Women’s Ministry, Kimchi Making. 10am
to 6pm
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LA CENTRAL JAPANESE SDA CHURCH
MAILING ADDRESS:

1005 E LAS TUNAS DR #144

SAN GABRIEL CA91776-1614

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CHURCH
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