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Harmony
by: Samuel Chung

One thing that has always set
me apart from my many rela-
tives on both sides of the family,
is an absence of musical ability.
| have an uncle who served his
entire career as a music profes-
sor and conductor, a female
cousin who is a concert pianist,
another male cousin who stud-
ied at a famous conservatory in
Vienna, Austria, and the list
goes on and on. Some dozen
relatives in all.

Nonetheless, however lacking
my abilities may be, | am not in-
hibited from taking part in in-
tense sessions of solo karoake
inside of my truck as | commute
weekly around the city of Los
Angeles.

All joking aside, one thing that |
have always admired about mu-
sicians and singers alike, is how
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they are able to combine all of
their extraordinary talent for a
common purpose. From those
whose vocal abilities range from
the very high to the ultra low
(hopefully not the same per-
son). To those who play instru-
ments so skillfully they make it
look effortless. The thing that
amazes me the most is when it
is all brought together for the
single momentous event of pro-
ducing joyful harmony for that
one song.

In our reapproach to the church
newsletter, we have named this
publication, Central Harmony.
We do this knowing that our
congregation is primarily com-
prised of people with a Japan-
ese heritage, and yet at the
same time are very different in-
vidually from one another. Yet,
it is through the grace of God
and our fellowship in Him that
we can bring such a diverse
group of people together to

make spectacular music, fellow-
ship, friendships, laughter and
growth take place every week-
end. It is my prayer that God
continues to bless our church
as we live in His harmony with
one another.
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A Thanksgiving Away from Home

| remember my first truly memorable
and truly ‘American’ style Thanks-
giving Day celebration. It was not
spent with my family at home in
Southern California, nor was it spent
with friends whose families had gen-
eration upon generation of relatives
show up one afternoon, having a
traditional home cooked meal exe-
cuted to perfection as a result of
strictly adhering to timeless family
recipes.

The particular Thanksgiving Day I'm
speaking of was in November of
1998, in Seoul, South Korea. The
group was made up of close to
twenty American expats, all away
from home, all wanting to be with
their loved ones for the holiday,
each one wanting a little piece of
American culture there with them in
that place. The highlight of the af-
ternoon was news that someone
had secured a large turkey that had
been part of a surplus stock of
turkeys left over from PX sales at a
local United States army base.
Everyone there was overjoyed to
know that we as group of Ameri-
cans, were going to get our fill of
Americana that day.

Although | don’t remember all the
details of that afternoon, there are a
few things that stand out and remain
in my memory.

1. | definitely felt full at the end of
the meal.

2. That without exception, every sin-
gle person in that room had an ear
to ear grin on their face.

3. That the conversations and time

we spent with one another were
very sincere, deep and meaningful
and in so many ways more impor-
tant than the food.

4. That at the end of the afternoon,
all of us lingered in that room hop-
ing, in part, that the time together
would not end. That in some sense
there had developed a atmosphere
of community in making an Ameri-
can experience, in a non-American
nation.

| occasionally think of the irony of
that day. That the friendships we
shared with each other in that room,
at present, are all divided across
more than a dozen states back here
in the American homeland. Fur-
thermore, that as common as our
bond was there, we all seem to be
farther apart here after returning to
the one nation to which we are all
citizens. This of course is offset by
the occasional e-mail, phone call or
mutual acquaintance that bring our
paths together again.

Yet, the joy that | experience even
now, is that the community we
shared that day was not simply a
physical one. It was not just simply
a matter of convenience for us to be
together. That each of us Ameri-
cans, that day, were in that country
for reasons apart from the meal that
was in front of us. It was because
we all had decided to commit our-
selves to a term of service for the
Lord and His work.

Further, as we got more involved

each day with our work, the gift that
God gave to us all was in fact, each
other. The overwhelming joy as well
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as our at times grateful inconven-
ience was that we had one another.
To work and share in the great work
together.

Throughout the writings of Paul, he
writes of community and the
strength that we have in God as be-
lievers.

Romans 12:4,5

‘Just as each of us has one body
with many members, and these
members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.”

Through my life experience, one
thing that | come to realize is that
people may not in every single cir-
cumstance live up to my personal
expectations. | might be so bold as
to say that experiences may some-
times be outright disappointing.
However, when | think of the true
meaning of what church is meant to
represent (a gathering of people)
and what it is to lead us to experi-
ence(for the purpose of praising and
serving God). | am so thankful to
God, that He includes me amongst
the ranks of so many talented, gen-
erous and loving people to travel
this life’s journey with together.
That our purpose is not to simply be
born, live and die alone. It is to live
this life together! How glorious is
God for showing us how we can
flourish in faith with one another.

| Samuel Chung
Associate Pastor
samuel@lacj.org
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Now that Jessica Alfaro (JA), Michelle Matsuda (MM), Elissa Imai (El), Brianna Imai
(Bl), Amy Matsuda (AM), and Ariel Mizumoto are back from their mission in Japan, Har-
mony (H) has caught up with the team members to get their story! The girls, known as
“The LACJ Six”, took time out of their busy schedules and fighting off paparazzi to give

us this exclusive, tell-all interview.

written by: Terence Maki Vance

(H) — Why did you decide to be a missionary
to Japan?

(AM) — | decided to be a missionary to Japan
when | heard the shocking statistic that less than
1% of the population of Japan were Christians. |
wanted to let others know about God because
He is/was a huge impact on my life.

(MM) — | wanted to go to Japan and be a mis-
sionary because God has done so much for me
and this would be a great opportunity to show
others what He has done, especially because
most of the people in Japan have not heard of
God. | also wanted the experience of being a
missionary and working in the mission field.

(H) — What helped best prepare you for the
mission?

(AM) — Daily Bible devotions helped me the
most. | saw God in a different way and | was
able to experience Him talking to me personally.

(MM) — In preparing for this trip, | spent a lot of
time with God and talking to Him about what He
wanted from me. Also, reading the Bible and
asking advice from people who had been stu-

dent missionaries.

(H) — How did God work, in your day-to-day
life, while in Japan?

Photo credit: M Matsuda

(JA) — | knew He was there, because every time
there was a stressful situation | would just talk to
Him, and He gave me great friends to vent to.
He just showed me who He really is and the
type of person | am because of Him.

(BI) — He showed me how much the world needs
Him and also how much good we were doing.

(H) — How did God work in others, while in
Japan?

(El) — God worked in others by humbling us as
well as planting a seed in those who had never
been exposed to God and His love.

(JA) — I could see Him in others by the way they
went about things. We all had stressful times,
but everyone pulled through it because they
gave it all to Him. | also saw Him in the leaders
in Japan — God’s love shined through them. |
could see the change in people in our day-to-
day life.
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(H) — What church or venue did you enjoy most
2 3 and why?

(El) — My favorite
church was definitely
Amanuma — one of
my favorites because
| felt that we really
connected with the
people there and were
*4 able to make friend-
| ships that will hope-

L | fully last.

(BI) — All of the places | went were amazing, but
| have to say that Amanuma and Lake Nojiri
were my favorites because | spent the most time
at those places and | got to know the people so
much more.

(H) — What did you enjoy most about Japan?

(El) — The thing that | enjoyed most about Japan
is not what | had expected before | went. |
thought that it would be the food or the technol-
ogy when in reality the thing that made the
biggest impact on me was the amount of love
we received by the people we were able to en-
counter.

(BI) — One of the things | enjoyed most about

going to Japan was meeting all of the different
people. They all have such different personali-
ties that it was never dull getting to know them.

(H) — Would you go again and why?

(AM) — Yes because many people still do not
know about God and His unfailing love for us. |
believe that is so important and it hurts me to
know that millions of people have not been
saved.

(MM) — If given the chance, | would love to go to
Japan again. This experience was one where |
learned a lot about myself and others. It gave
me a chance to grow in my relationships with my
team and God, see how fortunate | am, and able
to show others who God is. Although it wasn’t a
perfect trip, | am able to say that everything |
went through personally and what my team went
through, taught us each different lessons. If any-
thing, this was a growing experience that |
needed.

(H) — What
would you say
to someone who
_His interested in

_ | becoming a mis-
sionary to Japan
like you?

(MM) —Itis an
experience that you will remember forever!
There are definitely going to be ups and downs
but that’s what helps you learn and grow. Have a
lot of faith and rely in God. Be strong and re-
member to talk to Him, He is the one who knows
everything and will be able to help you out in any
situation.

(JA) — GO FOR IT! It does not matter if you are
great with talking in front of people, or working
hands on. Every type of person is needed — you
are unique and have your own gifts that God has
given you to share with the world.

So there you have it. The LACJ Six have spo-
ken. God had truly blessed them and their work
in Japan. The bonds that they’ve created, not
only as a team, but as sisters, are a further tes-
tament to God’s work. Our prayer as a church
family is that God continues to bless and keep
The LACJ Six as they progress into a life of
Christian servitude. Can’t wait for 2011!

6 LA CENTRAL JAPANESE SDA CHURCH - NEWSLETTER



H) - EQBETOFHN—BELA-TIMN?
ZLTEDERIEIRTI M ?

(ED -RBHEETY . GE4EL, ECTHE>F:-AE

ElE REITOEMNEHENTE IRERLECRIE
%ﬁ"}'f:o)-@(iﬁ('\75\&:%:)75\'5-6-;—0

-

(BD) -17of-frEZHFE
E5LM2=DTI M.
EAETHIIE, KB
SEFRMTLELID,
BRI — B R :
DT HET=NEER
{EZhHBIENTEEL
T=o

(H) - CORT—HBEL
Mof=Z &I [TT H,

(ED - F7<HIIZEZ T
=l E&lF Bzl e E
THERLDOTT . BAYO. T//00—-10E%
ELAIZLTW=DOTY A, ERICRLDLEEMNS
N-DE eI AL ZIT=EETL -,

BD) - BRIEANICHEZA-OMNETHLELI ST
9, BEEENT,. RETHIIENBHBYEFFATL
T=o

(H) -F=ZD&5HIS Y a )y TIZITISE R
FIM?

(AM) - [ZLY, MDD L, RO REDZEDEL
ANEADEBEMSIEVADREE(SAVET, 3E
BIZZLDADFEERHONTULVGENENSZEESE
ABDELDRAET,

(MM) -£LZDESGHENEZ N5, £1-H
ARANTELWERWET, SEIOEERZESLT,
BHRDIE, DF—LAIN—DEEHNBZIEN
TEREBWVET, ik, F—LA—FEDOBEZRNE
2EFNEDERYFEL, ZLTEA N EARIZE

.

FENTNAHIFHY ., D NEIZHBFEDEFIEAS

MEERYELE, TELIYI IV T o8&
EAFTEAD. FAEED=. F—LD A N—EN

BELI-2TOIEX FABIZBREEEZHZTK
N=EBWET, ChiE,. BoLARET 50121

BRI ->T-DTY,

(H) -BRICEZRIITLCEIZEBKEAH B AIZ—F,

(MM) - ZER o X
. R
o . Bk #E
o CE . Bk %
o K .

Dy

o

| (JA) OB IMLTIESN, AFTCET L. B

BBARBEEZTIDONFETESTL, TALILERE
ERHUERA, BRGADNDBEESNTET . &,
ANFENENIZ—UT, MO HED FEIR

ERALUMENMZNVTADTY

LACJ Six
DAEE
aA—ULHAH
TLf=TL
EDH 7 1
BiE. %5 B

b YD) =) b ...;- i

mizLcC
FEEnEL \& . T
Fo o D ABENA(E . F- 2 F— LAA—REL T
T D £5T. o7 13 D E D~
BEQIEERNET . H2OFEELTOR LD
3 (% BB IS DAEEEY R RGELD
DEDE, WAL TS50 TT,
2001 ENELHAHTY !

CENTRAL HARMONY 7



L3 —U BN A
SFEAB:2A16H196145
HAEM: 7A)D, THR—MTIVY

B3 EBh(MD.)

A—YUUAEFRELFZER. OYUEILADR
TARAR)TIVIRIETEIIRARELLTHEEZ R
FL71-,
ZTDHNYTFHFHTI8ERRZE
ELLTEILTULET, -

EEIZG--EBRH: NOHTEEL
LSEFICEKEZLS-DES
MBE30FLL LRI, S —
TIVTHTI—DEREDETL
= MOMBITZANELFE T
TI DT RIXEEDHRICIE
NELAB-TEZFEL=,
ER—FEE£0E, Hyh—%L T

EATE. XTREDFTELD
-DOTETH., ZOENSESEIC
TY=WEBWVELTz, FAZAT R
X RALDESICENAHERERBT AGZY 2o
>1=M T,

SETRIADFELADHEZFBITLTEEL:
M2 WF. ZEDFEEHTHS5000ANDFELAT
9, 3000 NETITEA TL=DTT M., TN LIEIE
IEHFEL = ' FAZ. FILWVESRZZDOHIZEZ S
ELVSZDREEZELETHLELATNET, ETHEEE

HARER T,

— BT AU =RER . EZGWNEWFENTT
—,

BIEEDOFYOILSAEITEDLSHBEEWNAHT-
DTITHN? : F¥AILIAEITS PIFTKETEL
FLizo TFEDRUVFBYFLTLDEEICHKK
Z£WVELE, “TAITBIF ! ‘OREDE. BX
(FIToTLEWELT =, FAXZF DB Z DR
EBEOBEIZHE>TLEVWEL =, ZD%. FIEHIC
BYBLGYRERMIZAAD—T) A ERKE
FRZEL-EZFEBLEL - FEL. 22F[EDFEE
AR AR T E > TULVET,

My full name is George Toshinori Matsuda; |
was born in Madison, Tennessee on February
16, 1961.

| am a physician; M.D. to be exact. | graduated
from Loma Linda Medical School and went on
to train at the White Memorial Medical center
in Los Angeles as an Obstetrican
and Gynecologist. | have been in
private practice for over 18 years in
Pasadena. | first became inter-
ested in being a doctor during high
school at San Gabriel Academy
more than 30 years ago. Both my
parents are nurses, so | am very
familiar with the medical field. Dur-
ing my Freshman year at San
Gabriel Academy, | was playing
soccer when | got hurt and broke
my arm. | went to see an orthope-
dic surgeon and he put my arm in a
cast. Ever since that time | wanted to become
a physician. | wanted to be a caring person
like Jesus who healed the sick.

In my career | have delivered about 5,000 ba-
bies, including twins and triplets. | stopped
keeping track after 3,000 deliveries. | really
enjoy bringing new life into the world. It is truly
a happy experience.

My most embarrassing moment was; | have to
think of one.

| met Carol-san at La Sierra College. | was
painting in the girls dorm when | saw her. We
said hello and she walked away. | knew she
was special by her cheerful smile. Through the
years we became closer and eventually mar-
ried after | successfully graduated from Loma
Linda Medical School. Carol and | have been
happily married for the last 22 years.
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Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

by: Terence “Maki” Vance

Though C.S. Lewis is probably best known for his
Chronicles of Narnia series, nothing gets more to the
core fundamentals of Christianity than Mere Christian-
ity. C.S. Lewis, | assert, flawlessly describes what true
Christians believe, or perhaps should believe. If there
ever was a book that properly outlines what Christian-
ity is, or perhaps more importantly in this day and age
— what Christianity is not, this book is it. But reader be-
ware: prepare for intellectual stimulation overload!

C.S. Lewis was an atheist-turned one of the greatest
Christian apologists of the 20th century. In this book,
he caters to the intel-
lectual non-believer
by gradually introduc-
~E ing Christian doctrine,
| sans Bible, through
| universal themes like
¥ “the law of human na-
ture” and the premise
of “right and wrong”. Topics escalate from there: pre-
cisely describing concepts like “the Trinity”, elaborating
on “Christian Behavior”, and the need for a “Savior”.

Having been raised SDA and living in the bubble
lifestyle it so easily affords, Mere Christianity helped
me gain a fresh perspective on Christianity, unadulter-
ated by denominational doctrine. It also facilitated in
me a profound appreciation for the similarities in
teachings between all Christian faiths — Catholic,
Protestant, or otherwise.

I, like others, found this book life-changing. To be able
to explain Christianity in its purest form to an atheist in
terms an atheist might understand is no easy feat. As
Christians, Mere Christianity, is a must-read to not
only appreciate our foundational beliefs and “get back
to the basics”, but to help explain and defend our
Christian faith.

Suggestion for our English readers: In order to fully
absorb the material covered in this masterpiece, | rec-
ommend taking the time to read the complete,
unabridged version while listening to the title in audio
book format. I've found this method to be quite fun and
productive.
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by: Terence "Maki" Vance

As expected, the whole weekend at Castaic Lake
was hot! The campsite afforded much space and
privacy and was quite different from the crowded
river atmosphere last year. From Friday night on
August 13th until Sunday August 15th, our church
family bore the scorching weather by cooling off
in the lake and staying under what shade we
could find. But weather aside, the weekend was
filled with evenings of praise, worship and
roasted marshmallows followed by star gazing,
intimate sharing, and great conversation around
the camp fire.

More church family came by on Saturday morn-
ing where Auntie Patty, Yoko-san, and Ai-chan
testified to God’s love and direction in their lives.
Even the Japan Mission Team girls performed a
special interpretive dance to the song, “Shout to
the Lord”. And as tradition seems to go these
days, somebody lost their keys. Surely our Father
that knows the number of hairs on our head
(Matt. 10:30) knew exactly where the keys were,
and to His glory, recovered them shortly after
prayer. Praise God!

If you’ve never attended our summer campouts,
please plan to attend next year. You won'’t regret
spending time with awesome family, eating good
food, and praising God outdoors! See you next
summer!
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS DYRRRIN—T 14—

Annual Christmas Social

it

Annual Mochitsuki Festival

Ey JR7—~DfE
Big Bear Retreat

—

November 5-7 December 18

G = : =2 3

For more information contact

_ For more info call Meliss.a: Details to be announced soon!
events@Ilacj.org

melissa@Ilacj.org

Sabbath, December 25
10am - 12pm

*

*No Sabbath School this day

-2
For more information contact
events@lacj.org

Annual Christmas Program

To post events on this page, please contact Terence Vance: bmaki@lacj.org
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